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Pancanga Sangraham
By Pazhaveri Villivalam Sri Laksmi Nrsimhacarya Swami,
Aradhakar, Asthana Vidvan, Sri Sannidhi

Sarvari Samvatsaram, Daksinayanam, Grisma-Varsa rtu, Adi-Avani
(Kataka-Simha) Masam August 2020

2020 | Sarvari
Aug. |Adi Day Tithi Naksatram |Remarks
01 17 Saturday Trayodasi |[Mialam Mahapradosam
41.30 5.32
02 18 Sunday Caturdasi Paradam Adiperukku,
39.56 6.07 Tirunaksatram of
HH 14" Srimad
Azhagiyasingar
03 19 Monday Paurnami Uttiradam | Yajur Upakarma
39.37 5.51 Tirunaksatram of
Sri Alavandar
04 20 Tuesday Krsna Sravanam Gayatri Japam
Prathamai |7.52 Rg Upakarma
40.35
05 21 Wednesday | Dvitiyai Avittam
42.46 11.09
06 22 Thursday Trtiyai Sathayam
46.03 15.33
07 23 Friday Caturthi Parattadi
50.17 20.57
08 24 Saturday Paficami Uttirattadi
55.01 27.02
09 25 Sunday Sasti Revati
59.59 33.25
10 26 Monday Saptami Asvini
60.00 39.44




SrRI NRISIMHA PriYA - Aucust 2020

Aug.| Adi Day Tithi Naksatram | Remarks

11 27 Tuesday Saptami4.39 [Bharani
Astami tithi (45.41

12 28 Wednesday | Astami 8.5 1|Krttigai
Navami tithi |50.53

13 29 Thursday Navami Rohini Tirunaksatram of
12.08 55.05 HH 22 Srimad
Dasami tithi Azhagiyasingar

14 30 Friday Dasami Mrgasirsam
14.19 58.04
Ekadasi tithi

15 31 Saturday Ekadasi Tiruvadirai | Sarva Ekadasi
15.13 59.48
Dvadasi tithi

16 32 Sunday Dvadasi Punarvasu | Mahapradosam
14.52 60.00 Simha Ravi 57.54
Trayodasi
tithi

Avapi

17 01 Monday Trayodasi |Punarvasu | Visnupadi
13.19 00.17 (Tarpanam)
Sianya tithi |Pasam

18 02 Tuesday Caturdasi Ayilyam Sarva Amavasyai
10.38 57.56
Amavasyai
tithi

19 03 Wednesday | Amavasyai |Magham Darbha Sangraham
6.53 55.26
Sukla
Prathamai

20 04 Thursday Prathamai |Param
2.23 52.09
Dvitiyai tithi

21 05 Friday Trtiyai Uttiram
51.27 48.28
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Aug. Avani Day Tithi Naksatram| Remarks
22 06 Saturday Caturthi Hastam 1 2 5th Tirunaksatram
45.28 44.28 of HH 4 4™ Srimad
Azhagiyasingar
Srivar_l Sathakopa
Sri Vedanta Desika
Yatindra Mahadesikan
Sama Upakarma
23 07 Sunday Paficami Chittirai
39.23 40.21
24 08 Monday Sasti Svati
33.23 36.19
25 09 Tuesday Saptami Visakham
27.40 32.35
26 10 Wednesday |Astami Anusam
22.29 29.24
Astami
Navami
tithi-dvayam
27 11 Thursday Navami Kettai
17.57 26.54
28 12 Friday Dasami Malam
14.13 25.12
Ekadasi tithi
29 13 Saturday Ekadasi Paradam Sarvaikadasi
11.26 24.31
Dvadasi tithi
30 14 Sunday Dvadasi Uttiradam | Mahapradosam
9.51 25.1 sravana Vratam
Trayodasi
tithi
31 15 Monday Trayodasi Sravanam
9.30 26.43
Caturdasi

tithi
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L 9

Dear Readers,

There are some mahatmas whom we
are supposed to think of immediately
after waking up daily and are as such,
known as Pratah smaranivah. These
mahans serve as inspirations to us during
their life and even after they ascend to
the eternal worlds above, due to their
wisdom, exemplary conduct and adorable
attributes. The 125" tirunaksatram of
one such sage occurs on 22nd August
2020—none other than the revered
Mukkar Srimad Azhagiyasingar.

They say that Sri Mahalaksmi
generally does not favour with riches
those whom She blesses with wisdom.
This was true of this Mahan too. Though

abject poverty was his lot in his early

he never let it
with his

acquisition of sampradayic

life,

[ interfere

wisdom of the highest
order or with his spiritual
attainments. Nor did he
let poverty interfere with
his
‘,é@b » philanthropy, at times at

compulsive

s the cost of going hungry
himself. In later days, he
did earn a lot through his
popular discourses at various principal
cities of India; however, the earnings
enriched neither him or his family, but

were given away to those suffering in penury.

In the process of writing a biography
of this great soul, one thing | found was
that everyone, right from the scholar to
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the ignoramus, remembers him for his
open-handedness, concern for the
underdog (irrespective of caste, creed
or colour) and the resolution that none,
but none, who stepped into the portals
of Sri Ahobila Matham should go away
hungry and unfed. If Mercy is to be
defined as Paraduhkha asahisnutvam
(inability to tolerate the suffering of
others), HH had this quality in abundant
measure. However, not stopping with
such intolerance of others’ suffering, he
actively involved himself in eradicating
it, with food, money, good advice and
so on: thus, he also lived up to the
extended definition of Daya as para
duhkha nirakarana iccha (desire to relieve

others of suffering).

And this mercy of his was not confined
to human beings or Sri Vaisnavas:
whether it was the dog which had
delivered a litter in the Mutt’s backyard
which he ordered to be fed (so that hunger
did not force the mother to eat one of
her own puppies) or the goats which he
regularly fed with the mantraksatai spilt
on the verandah of his asramam at
Dasavatara Sannidhi, HH's concern for
the well-being of all creatures in the good
Lord’s creation was indeed phenomenal.
He was indeed the Samadarsi defined
by Gitacarya as one who found no
difference among a well-read and

scholarly Brahmana, a sacred cow, a huge

pachyderm and a lowly dog and dog-
eater, in matters which called for equal
treatment:
Vidya vinaya sampanne
Brahmane gavi hastini /
Suni caiva svapake ca
panditah samadarsinah //
How broad could a person’s heart
be? And how generous could one be?
These are questions which beg an answer
when applied to the 44™ Pontiff of Sri
Ahobila Matham.

Most of us are satisfied with a
humdrum, uneventful existence and
would prefer to spend our lives in relative
comfort, without any major challenges.
This is our attitude even in our youth,
leave alone in old age, when we become
couch potatoes, with eyes glued to the
television or the mobile phone. As such,
we wouldn’t at all dream of taking up an
endeavour which many others, better
endowed than ourselves, have tried their
hand at and failed; but not the Mukkar
Mahan. What if the Nayak rulers could
not complete the southern tower at
Srirahgam Temple? What if even Sri
Kaliyan, prolific performer of
kainkaryams, did not consider putting
up an imposing tower for Sri Rangaraja
at the southern entrance? Their not
having done it was no reason for
Azhagiyasingar not to do it. And he did

take up the mammoth challenge of
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constructing an imposing tower 236 feet
tall, though he was a ripe old 85 then.
Despite facing challenges galore in
assembling men, materials and money,
despite ill-informed opposition from
several quarters and despite the lack of
adequate support from expected sources,
Srimad Azhagiyasingar made the
Sriraﬁgam Gopuram a towering reality,
tribute to his

determination, indomitability, exceptional

a monumental

courage in the face of adversity,
extraordinary leadership qualities,
technical expertise and above all, an
abiding faith in the Lord’s capability of

making even impossible things happen.

When [ look at this great Gopuram
dominating the skyline of Srirangam, I
do not see its beautiful and majestic
facade, | do not see the thirteen tiers all
lit up and brilliant; nor do | see the
colossal amounts of construction
materials that went into its construction
and its substantial cost in those days: all
| see is the benign and homely
countenance of Srimad Azhagiyasingar,
leonine and imposing, the nonagenarian
sage who could climb without supporting
hands right up to the pinnacle of the
tower in the buffeting wind, holding
on to the makeshift rail put up for
engineers’ inspection. All | see is his
exceptionally large heart, which made

him treat the construction workers as

his own family, having tea, buns and
snacks brought from the market and
distributed to them, listening often to
their tales of woe and poverty as one
among them and arranging redressal

wherever possible.

Here was a human being who could
mingle and socialize as easily with the
top-notch scholars of the sampradaya
as with the lowliest of society, winning
the hearts of both with his empathetic
attitude and deeds that conformed
perfectly to what he professed, without
in any way transgressing the limits
imposed by his status as the senior
Pontiff of the oldest Sri Vaisnavite
institution, established by none other than
the Lord Himself. Here was an Acarya
who could display anger where warranted,
but could cool down immediately once
the moment passed. As Villivalam Srimad
Azhagiyasingar indicates in his Erar
Gunanigalum Ezhil Uruvum, (Kopam
ennum maha gunam) the anger of the
44™ Pontiff was also an adorable facet
of his persona, which he employed by
design to express displeasure at non-
conformity with the Mutt's haloed

principles and practices.

From the things he has accomplished,
one would wonder whether the Lord
endowed him with one of His own

attributes-aghatita ghatana samarthyam
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(making the impossible possible). From
the time he took up the reins of the
august institution in the inhospitable
environs of Naimi§aranyam, under dire
circumstances (the extremely unexpected
and untimely passing away of
Devanarvilagam Srimad Azhagiyasingar),
till the time he handed them over to his
carefully chosen successor Villivalam
Srimad Azhagiyasingar, HH’s reign of
35 years marked a golden era in the

annals of Sri Ahobila Matham.

In life, and after he ascended to the
eternal worlds above, Mukkir Srimad
Azhagiyasingar has been an unparalleled
benefactor to Sri Ahobila Matham and
its disciples. His foresight in anointing
Villivalam Sri Krsnamacarya Svami as his
successor led to the Mutt being in safe
and sound hands for the next two
decades, recording phenomenal and
multi-faceted growth in all parameters.
And Srimad
Azhagiyasingar, the present Pontiff,

after  Villivalam
Srivan Satakopa Sri Ranganatha Yatindra
Mahadesikan, is also a disciple of Mukkar
Srimad Azhagiyasingar, which he
reiterates on every possible occasion and

attributes all his glories to.

Considering all the aforesaid, we are
extremely proud of having lived in the
same era as the 44™ Pontiff, having been
privileged to share the planet with him
and more honoured to have undergone
Samasrayanam / Bharanyasam from him.
Our hearts swell with elation at the
thought of having been favoured by him
with his nectarine words, benign glances
and more. We feel to be the peerless
disciples of the Peerless Preceptor. We
feel like exclaiming that there is none
equal to us: in Sanskrit like Sri Alavandar
(Mrgyatam madrsonyah) or in chaste
Tamizh like Sri Embar—illai enakkedir,
illai enakkedir, illai enakkedire.

This issue comes to you as a special
number on account of Mukkir Srimad
Azhagiyasingar’s 125" tirunaksatram.
It features English translations of a few
delightful and popular Arulmozhis of his,
the Mangalam composed by Villivalam
Srimad Azhagiyasingar on the Mukkar
Mahan, a few episodes from his
momentous life which serve to bring out
his adorable attributes, etc. Please bear
with us if some of the pictures are not of
our usual quality, since they relate to

more than four to five decades from now.

Editors

T
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ACARYOPADESAM

(Golden words of our glorious Acarya, H.H. Srivar_l Sathakopa Sri
Ranganatha Yatindra Mahadesikah)

Translation: K. Sadagopa lyengar

1. Sri Ramanuja Natrandadi

Kadal alavaya disai ettinullum kaliyirulé
Midai taru kalatthu Iramanusan

mikka nanmarayin
Sudar olival avvirulait turandilanél uyirai
Udaiyavan Naranan endru arivar illai

(Verse 59)

uttrunarnde

Sri Amudanar calls false and
misguided tenets like Advaita the all-
pervading gloom in this Kaliyuga. Had
not Sri Ramanuja dispelled this darkness,
none would realise and understand that
it is Sriman Narayana who is the Lord

and Master of all individual souls.

The all-pervasive ignorance that
envelopes the planet is termed as
Kalivirul. Had this been some other yuga,
like the Krta Yuga, there would definitely
be those who understand and accept
Sriman Narayana as the Ultimate and
the Jivas as subservient to Him. However,

since this is the wicked Kaliyuga, there

is none to appreciate or adhere to the
aforesaid tenet. Sri Visnu Purana has
correctly predicted that the Kaliyuga
would be filled with charlatans and
atheists, who would mislead people into
not accepting or adulating the Universal
Lord and Master Sriman Narayana as
the Supreme Being and as the Creator,

Protector and Destroyer of all the worlds:
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Kalau jagatpatim Visnum
sarva srastaram [$varam /
Narcayisyanti Maitreya!
Pasandopahata janah //

Sri Réamanuja is hailed as the prophet
who dispelled the gloom of ignorance
that schools like Advaita generate,
especially in Kaliyuga. Svami Desikan too
indicates the difficulty in people
understanding and adhering to the
cardinal tenet of Sariratma bhava
advocated by Sri Ramanuja, in the present
day and age: antima yuge kaScit

vipascittamah vyadi vidyat.

Sri Bhattar denounces Advaitins, who
are ignorant of the relationship of Master
and slave persisting between the Lord
Kali

mimamsaka. But for Sri Ramanuja

and Jivatmas, as Brahma
lighting up the lamp with the ghee of
devotion, the true nature of the
association between the Lord and
ourselves would have remained
unestablished and the gloom of Advaita
would have continued to envelop the
world. Svami Desikan too confirms this
in Yatiraja Saptati: Niraloke loke
bharito

nirupadhi para sneha

Yatiksmabhrt dipah.

Sri Krsna was born amidst the gloom
of Kamsa’s prison as the lamp of wisdom
to illuminate the clan of cowherds.

Similarly, in the Kaliyuga beset by the

dense darkness of alien tenets, Sri
Ramanuja was born to light up wisdom
in the clan of Prapannas, just as a lamp
lit on the crest of a hill would dispel
darkness for miles around. Though
Vedas are indeed the source of all
knowledge, they do require someone like
Sri Ramanuja to spread the light of wisdom
and banish gloom, but for which the world
would have remained steeped in

ignorance.

Unarnda mey jhaaniyar yogamthorum
Tiruvaimozhiyin
Manam tharum innisai mannum
idanthorum Mamalaral
Punarnda pon marban porundum
pathithorum pukku nirkkum
Gunam tigazh kondal
lramanusan em kula kozhunde.

(Verse 60)

In this verse, Sri Amudanar adulates
those who have a true idea of Sri
Ramanuja’s boundless wisdom and
devotion and his love for Tiruvaimozhi,
which details the glory of both the Lord

and His devotees.

Sri Réamanuja is the scion of our clan,
the clan of Prapannas and is the abode
of innumerable auspicious attributes. He

is also a great philanthropist.
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Sva jaanam prapaka jianam
prapya jianam mumuksubhih /
JAana trayam upadeyam

etat anyat na kificana //

For those who seek the Ultimate, it is
essential to acquire wisdom about the
self, about the exalted entity to be attained
and the strategy to attain the same, and
no other knowledge is needed. Sri
Ramanuja was the repository of such
wisdom. Such wise persons are called by
Sri Amudanar as “JAaniyar’. To
emphasize that this wisdom is true
wisdom, he adds the word “mey’ to
“jraniyar’ . And Sri Ramanuja possesses
the nectarine wisdom of Tiruvaymozhi
and the five tenets it portrays (arttha
paficakam—as indicated in the invocatory

verse mikka irai nilaiyum).

The Lord is said to reside wherever
Sri Vaisnavas reside: Vasanti Vaisnavapi
vatra tatra sannihito Harih. Similarly,
Sri Ramanuja too is present wherever
true sages (mey jAaniyar) are. Such
presence among the true devotees of
the Lord is hailed by Sri Kulasekhara
thus:

tirumuttratthu adivar tharigal inbamigu

Perumal too Aniarangan
perunkuzhuvu kandu yanum isaindudané
endru kolo irukkum nale, while Sri
Nammazhvar considers this his greatest
good fortune: avan adiyar nani makkalavi

inbamé nalum vaykka narigatke (to the

mind filled with the poison of samsara,
association with devotees is like nectar,
which counteracts the poison). The
importance of associating only with the
saintly is brought out by the following

verse:

Sadbhireva sahasita
sadbhih kurvita sarigamam /
Sadbhih vivadam maitrifica
nasadbhih kifcit acaret //

Sri Réamanuja showers his abundant
grace on us all. He is the ultimate
connoisseur of Tiruvaymozhi, delighting
in its exalted purport. Thus he adds to
the glory of Tiruvaymozhi and to abodes
of the Lord by his very presence.
Pramata, Prameyam and Pramanam all

shine due to his grace.

The Lord has His abodes along with
His Consort in the various divyadesas
due to His boundless love for us
(Madhavah Bhaktavatsalah). Sri
Ramanuja is thus the unmatched leader
of our clan of Prapannas and will not

tolerate any harm befalling us.
2. Rg Veda Ahnikam
Vaisvadevam (Contd.)

After Tiruvaradhanam, feet should be
washed and Acamanam performed twice.
Since Vyasa and other authors of Dharma

Sastras like Manu have emphasized the
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importance of this karma, this is to be
by all

attract sin

mandatorily performed

householders and will

otherwise:

Sayam pratah Vaisvadevo
kartavyah bali karma ca /

ana$natapi satatam

anyatha kilbisi bhavet //

Since this stipulates that Vaisvadevam
has to be done even on days of fasting,
it is evident that it has to be performed
daily.

In respect of Brahmacharis and
Sanyasis, possibility of harm to other
beings can occur occasionally; however,
for householders, such hurt to others
through kitchen

implements, viz., firewood used as fuel,

can be caused
pestle, mortar, pounding instrument, the
muram used for removing chaff, vessel
used for storing water, vegetable-cutter,

etc.:
Parcasanah grhasthasya

cullipesanyupaskari /
Khandini sodakumbhasca / (Manu)

Details in this regard can be
ascertained from elders. Since flies and
ants are present almost everywhere, it is
possible to cause them harm
inadvertently. Vaisvadevam is to be
performed to rid oneself of the sin
accruing from harm to these organisms
through the aforesaid implements:
Vaisvadevo kartavyah parca sana
apanuttaye, says Sri Aévalayana Maharsi.
Sri Gautama stipulates performance of

this karma in the morning and evening:

Sayam pratastu kurvita
Vaisvadevam yathavidhi /
Mahatah panca yajAamstu
divaivetyaha Gautamah //
It follows therefore that Pafica Maha
Yajfias are to be performed only during
day. Vaisvadevam has to be performed
with cooked rice. If rice is not available,
we can do it with whatever we eat: fruits,
vegetables, roots or even leaves. If none
of these is available, Vaisvadevam should

be performed at the least with water.{y

R

MISSION STATEMENT

This Journal seeks to expound and explain Sri Desika Sampradaya in

simple English, so as to attract the attention of the youth and others,

whether familiar or not with this tradition. Essays published herein shall

conform to our tradition, while not being offensive to any other tradition.
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i«\\ The Mahan from Mukkar

£

hile the destiny of an individual
Wsoul is determined by his past
actions, the destiny of an

institution is determined by the presiding
personality. Sri Malolan selected an
Acarya for his devotees at
Naimisaranyam after HH the 43"
Azhagiyasingar attained paramapadam
suddenly due to illness. There were a
few Sisyas present at NaimiSaranyam
when Srivan Sathakopa Sri Vedanta
Desika Yatindra Mahadesikan took over
as the 44" Azhagiyasingar of Sri Ahobila
Math on November 27, 1957 and his
pattabhisekam took place on Dec. 6,
1957. He is the first Pontiff who is
“Vedanta Desika”

Azhagiyasingars and he assumed the

named among
name since he took sanyasam on the
day of Sravanam, the birthstar of Svami
Desikan. So far, only two Azhagiyasingars

were born under the star Hastham-the

21 and 44®.
Parvasramam:

Srimad Mukkir Azhagiyasingar was
born in August 1895 (Avani Hastam)
as the eldest of five sons to U Ve Vidwan

- SRI P N K SRIRANGANATHAN

Mukkar Sri Ranganathacaryar and Smt.
Ranganayaki who also hailed from
Mukkir and was the eldest sister-in-law
of Iijimedu Srimad Azhagiyasingar in
parvaSramam. The parents named the
child Rajagopalan, after the Lord of
Mannargudi. Sri. Rajagopalan went to
Srimusnam pathasala for learning Veda.

Later on, he learned Vyakarana Sastram
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under Sri. Mannargudi Azhagiyasingar
in parvaséramam. He then moved to
Kumbakonam to learn Tharkam and
Vedanta under famous vidwan Sri. U
Ve. Thiliyambur Cakravarthyacaryar
Svami. He had learned the style and
method of upanyasam under Sri.
Cakravarthyacaryar. He had lot of respect
and reverence to this Svami and used to
share many anecdotes about him in his

later years.

Sri. Réjagopalan had samasrayanam
from the 4 0™ Azhagiyasingar, served him
as aSrama kainkaryapara and learned a
lot of anustanams from him, who had
lot of affection for the teenaged
Rajagopalan. Mukkar Azhagiyasingar was
responsible for the identification and
anointment of 41" Azhagiyasingar from
Karakurichi after the 40 Azhagiyasingar

attained paramapadam.

Sri. Mukkar Rajagopalacaryar had four
brothers, all of whom adopted the
teaching profession, living happily with
their parents. Sri Réjagopalacaryar got
married to Smt. Janakavalli from Ifijimedu
at the age of 18, and they had two
daughters and a son. Having wed a pious
wife, he conducted his household affairs
in a correct and perfect manner. Sri
Rajagopalacaryar settled in Kaficipuram
and did aradhanam at Sri Ahobila Math.
He was very proficient in upanyasams.

His upanyasam on Rukmini kalyanam
was highly popular and was a delight to
hear. Even knowledgeable pundits used
to attend his upanyasam and enjoy his
wit and finer points, which no one would
have heard of. Sri. Rajagopalacaryar
specialized in Puranams, which can be
understood by ordinary people. Mukkar
Svami used to travel frequently to
Mumbai, Delhi and Kolkatta in those days

for upanyasams.

He attended the kalaksepams of 40™,
41+, 42 and 43" Azhagiyasingars to
enrich his learning from Sri Tillayambur
Svami, which made him a leader in sadas
conducted at various places. He used to
discuss in depth the meaning of various
scriptures, which aroused the wonder and
admiration of other scholars and used
to get top awards — sambhavanai. The
42" Azhagiyasingar appointed him
Asthana Vidwan of Sri Ahobila Math.
While the 41 Azhagiyasingar blessed
him with bharanyasam at Tiruvallar, the
4 3 Pontiff instructed him in the “Praisa
Mantra” at Ahobilam.

His father used to guide him and his
brothers and after his demise, Sri.
Rajagopalacaryar took care of the entire
family. He had always been concerned
about poor people from his younger days.
He used to give away his upanyasa
sambhavanai to poor Brahmins and
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to needy people, without bothering about
the family’s finances. He used to say
Narayanan will take care of the family
and he must take care of the poor. This
attitude, which he developed in young

age, continued till his end.
th
44 Azhagivasingar:

Srimad 44 Azhagiyasingar performed
the Kainkaryams of Srimad 43"
Azhagiyasingar in a grand manner. He

Math at

Naimisaranyam and constructed the

acquired space for
Brndavanam of the 4 3™ Azhagiyasingar
in just three months. During the
Kainkaryam, everyone was amazed at
the generosity of the new Ponitff. He
then proceeded on saficaram and
reached Puskaram, where the stayed for
40 days. Srimad Azhagiyasingar
continued his upanyasams and the
disciples there were very happy to hear
him in Sanskrit. During this saficaram,
Srimad asked

Kainkaryaparas to recite Saranégati

Azhagiyasingar

gadyam in the morning, Srirar'lga gadyam
in the afternoon and Vaikuntha gadyam
during the night aradanams. Srimad
Azhagiyasingar decided on modernization
of transport (from ancient palanquin for
Perumal, himself, bullock carts for staff)
and adopted petrol vehicles driven by
tractor for all to travel without much
difficulty.

Srimad Azhagiyasingar started his
travel down south and conducted his first
Caturmasya Sankalpam at Tirumala,
during which he appointed many scholars
as Asthana Vidwan. Among them were
Nadaduar

Krsnamacarya Svami and Villivalam

my father Sri Purisai
Krsnamacarya Svami (who was to become
the 45" Srimad Azhagiyasingar later).
Srimad Azhagiyasingar started Sribhésya
kalaksepam. Proceeding to Tirukkallam
after utthanam, Srimad Azhagiyasingar
stayed there for a month, where he
authored the famous Nrsimha Karavalamba
stotram, which is being chanted every
day even now during aradhanam at the
Math. He also composed the Paricamrta
Stotram, Sri Laksminrsimha Stotram,

gérirakédbikarana Krama Bodhini,

Bramha satrartha padya malika,

Visistadvaita Siddhanta Tattva
sarnigraham, Sri Laksminrsimha Prapatti,
Dayasagara Satakam, Srimad

Azhagivasingars Marigala Malika, Srimad
lijimedu Azhagiyasinngar Mangalam and
Dwadasa Bhagavat Stotram.

Srimad Azhagiyasingar observed
Caturmasya Sankalpam at Mukkar for
12 years and at Srirahgam for 15 years
- twice at Ahobilam and Mumbai and
Pallambudangudi,

once each at

Kaficipuram and Adandr.
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Kainkaryams by Mukkar Srimad
Azhagiyasingar:

Srimad Azhagiyasingar was responsible
for a lot of construction work and was
very knowledgeable about engineering
design and execution. Some of the

principal works are:

1.4 3" Azhagiyasingar’' s Brndavanam

at Naimisaranyam.
2.5ri Varadarajan Temple at Mukkar.

3.Nammazhvar Sannidhi at

Kaficipuram.

4 .Matham at Pallambhadangudi. And
also Mulavar Vigraha pratistha at
Puallambhadangudi and Adandar.

5.Thayar Sannidhi and Ifijimedu
Azhagiyasingar Avatara mandapam at
Ifjimedu.

6.Rajagopuram and Matham at
Ahobilam.

7.Caitra Brahmotsava Mandapam at
Tiruvallar.

8 New tank at Tiruvallar with

perennial water.

9.Mumbai
Mandapam

10.Hyderabad Math and Kalyana
Mandapam

Math and Kalyana

11.The biggest of all his constructions

was the Rajagopuram at Srirahgam.

It was at his initiative and niyamanam

that the Hyderabad Branch of Ahobila

Math was established. He was present
during the Vigraha pratisthai, once the
Sannidhi of Hyderabad Math building was

ready.

Many people have created history in
independent India; but it was Mukkar
Azhagiyasingar who created history by
accomplishing what kings and sages

the
Rajagopuram at Srirahgam. Till this

could not, by constructing
construction, all Rajagopurams were
constructed by kings and rulers of state.
To fulfill a “Divine Wish”, he undertook
the task of constructing the Rajagopuram
when he was more than 80. He
supervised personally each and every
activity of the Rajagopuram with courage
and conviction. The Gopuram consists
of 13 tiers with a height of 236 feet.
He constructed the first level with his
padakanikkai from many philanthropists.
Srimad Andavan and Kafici Sahkarécéryar
too participated in this gigantic work.
The steadfastness and single-minded
determination with which he
accomplished this stupendous and
challenging task in a grand manner,
overcoming all obstacles that cropped
up, proved beyond doubt that Lord
Srirahganétha himself was the force
inspiring and guiding him at each and
every step. During the construction
period, he made Srirahgam a beehive of

activity, reminiscent of the days of yore
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when gigantic temples were built by the
Chozha Emperors. He had the consecration
celebrated on the particular day fixed by
him. The then Vice-President of India,
the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu and a
number of VIPs attended the consecration
ceremony in 1989. HH felt extremely
happy that he had fulfilled the “Divine
Wish” by changing the “MOTTAI
GOPURAM” into the RAJAGOPURAM.

Earlier, Srimad Azhagiyasingar had
constructed Sri Varadarajar Sannidhi at
Mukkar and spent long years there,
before proceeding to Srirahgam.
Whenever anyone visited Mukkar, HH
used to enquire whether they had eaten
and if not, tell them to have food at the
Math and state the purpose of their visit
only thereafter. This was his practice,
whatever be the time of the day. He
used to order the Madaipalli staff to make
prasadam again, if what was made earlier
was exhausted. Another habit Srimad
Azhagiayasingar had was to ask young
children solve arithmetical puzzles. He
used to enjoy seeing the efforts of both
the young and old in trying to solve them.
He would solve it very easily and explain
how to do so. This continued even at

Srirar']gam at the age of 97.

He was extremely generous and was
easily moved by the plight of the poor.

He used to give poor people money or

gold for the marriage of their children,
right from his younger days. Most of us
would know about the aluminum hawker,
who came to sell at Mukkar village and
found no takers. While returning home,
he came across Srimad Azhagiyasingar,
who asked him to park his vehicle and
have lunch at the Math. He then asked
him the total cost of his stock of
aluminium vessels, paid him the full
amount and donated the entire stock to
the poor staff of the Math and poor
villagers. Episodes like these were many
during the Pontiff's life. During the
the
Rajagopuram, he showed this type of

construction of Srirar'lgam
generosity to the construction workers,
auto drivers, etc. People at Srirar')gam used
to say that Jiyar Svami was the present
day Karnan.

When his health started failing, Srimad
Azhagiyasingar nominated Villivalam Sri.
Krsnamacarya Svami, an erudite scholar,
as the next Pithadhipati. Sri Narayana
Yatindra Mahades$ikan embraced Sanyasa
Aérama on 21° October 1991 as the
45th Azhagiyasingar. The 44™ Srimad
Azhagiyasingar attained Paramapadam at
the age of 97 in August 1992 at
Sriraﬁgam, after reigning for 35 years.
The 45™ Srimad Azhagiyasingar
performed the Kainkaryam on a good
scale with scholars, constructed the

Brndavanam at Dasavatara Sannidhi and
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celebrated the 100™ Tirunaksatram of
Mukkar Azhagiayasingar at érirar’lgam in

a grand manner.
Conclusion

[ would like to mention some of the
skills of Mukkar
Azhagiyasingar, which | had noticed

management

personally. His leadership skills were
visible in conducting the Vidwat Sadas.
He never expressed himself, but
dominated the sessions. He used to hear
learned scholars irrespective of age and
give some hints, before he brought in
the finer points towards a conclusion.
He had great respect for scholars, used
to treat them like the 4 2™ Azhagiyasingar
did and was very happy in their company.

The next best quality of Srimad
Mukkar Azhagiyasingar was his inability
to see poor people suffering. He would

give whatever he had with him at that

point of time and numerous are the

people who benefitted by his generosity.

One more strength of his was his
writing, expressing profound concepts in
simple language. His writings in Sri
Nrsimha Priva as Azhagiayasingar's
Arulmozhi were legendary. His moral
stories and preaching were so simple that
even laymen could understand and

follow.

His common sense and engineering
knowledge in building so many structures
as listed above were manifest through
his personal involvement and supervision,
which was his result orientation, despite
obstacles and exactly as per his plans. |
had seen this myself in Tiruvallar Tank
and Srirahgam Ré&ajagopuram

constructions.

Srimate Srivan éathakopa Sri Vedanta
Desika Yatindra Mahadesikaya Namah.

R

Obituary: Smt. Vasanta Seshadri
We regret to report the passing away, on 17.7.20, of Smt. Vasanta Seshadri

(75) a pious lady and a connoisseur of Carnatic music and learned Sanskrit. The
wife of Sri B.T.Seshadri Swami, who has represented Sri Matham in important legal
matters since the time of Mukkar Srimad Azhagiyasingar, she supported her husband
in the performance of several kainkaryams, during his tenure as a member of the
Central Committee during the reign of Villivalam Srimad Azhagiyasingar. Her son
and daughter, both residing overseas, could rush to India in time and perform her
obsequies. We convey our heart-felt condolences to Sri Seshadri Swami, Sri Srinath

and other members of the family. - Sriranganathan
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Sri Bhasya Simhasanam Nadaduar Sri U.Ve.

Benediction-Sloka
S’ribbésyavia’vatparisaa’ vadiya
viharabhumih prababhiva ramya /
Annanca peyarica tathaiva bhogyam
mukkir munindram

tamaham namami //

Karunakaracarya Svami

1. Introduction

1. Mukkar Srimad Azhagiyasingar was
very fond of Vidwat Sadas. What is a
Vidwat Sadas? Vidwans will present a
portion of a text from any Sastra like
Mimamsa, Grammar, Logic, etc. before
a learned audience led by a towering
personality like Srimad Azhagiyasingar.

2. Mimamsa is of two parts:- Karma
Mimamsa and Brahma Mimamsa.
Bhagavad Ramanuja has written a
commentary on Brahma Mimamsa, which
is known as Sri Bhasyam. The Vidwat
Sadas being organized annually by Srimad
AhobilaMath since 1940 by H.H. the
42 Jiyar is mainly on Sri Bhasyam,
though here and there texts in other fields

will come up for discussion.

3. A scholar in Sri Bhasyam will take
up a Chapter (normally of his own choice,
though at times the chapter may be
allocated by Srimad Azhagiyasingar in
special cases) in Sri Bhasyam. As he

presents, he would be asked to explain
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and defend his statements by the
Srimad
Azhagiyasingar or some senior scholars
In the

process, which will at times graduate to

presiding personality -
called “Examining Scholars”.

hot debates, understanding of the portion
chosen by the presenting scholar and
others in the Sadas will become finer
and clearer .Thus the Sadas will provide
a platform for a continuous learning
process in Sri Bhasyam. Thus, the Vidvat
Sadas is a core activity for Maths. Mathas
are mainly meant for educating and
upgrading younger scholars. That is why
the word Math is defined as the place of
residence of those who learn. That is
why the word Math is said to be
synonymous with Chatralaya. Refer to
mataschatradinilayah Puravarga in canto

2 of Amarakosa.

4. Thus, a Vidwat Sadas in Sri
Bhasyam will offer a platform to

presenting and observing scholars for

1. continuous education in Sri

Bhasyam

2. improving one’s understanding of

a particular portion of Sri Bhasyam and

3. making the scholar presenting the
portion feel confident of having

understood the portion properly.

5. Mukkar Azhagiyasingar nurtured
the Malola Vidwat Sadas from the
eighteenth Annual Sadas in 1958 to

the fifty first in 1991- for thirty-three
years.

Mukkar Srimad Azhagiyasingar
developed his own style to achieve the
three goals mentioned by me in Para 4.
He also appreciated that Vidwans would
have to be tested for the spread of area
of their knowledge and also for the depth
of their understanding. Their confidence
in presentation and their ability to
withstand confusing queries would also
have to be tested in the Vidwat Sadas,
to make them stronger.

Accordingly, Sri Mukkar Azhagiyasingar
made his contribution in all the above

parameters.

6. He enjoyed conducting the Sadas
even at the advanced age of 90. He
used to sit on the Simhasanam in the
“asana”’ posture and conduct the Sadas
for three hours continuously in one
session as a Tapasya. He had such
control over his physique that he would

not even change the position of his legs.

Sadas in a day would be in two
sessions, for a minimum of six hours in
total and last for 10 days. After the
departure of Mukkar Azhagiyasingar, the
duration of Sadas has been cut to five
days. Sadas for duration of ten days has

become a rarity.

7. 1 had the fortune of presenting at
least sixty Adhikaranas in total in the
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4 4th
Azhagiyasingar. It includes Malola Vidwat
Sadas from 1966 to 1990, other Sadas
in Srirangam between 1979 to 1990
organized by

awe-inspiring presence of

Poundarikapuram
Aéramam, érirar"ngam Periyasramam and
Madhuranthakam Svami Trust. They
were all chaired by Srimad Azhagiyasingar
from 1979 to 1991, after his shifting
to Srirar'lgam for completing the

Rajagopuram there.
2. First Encounter

1. My first encounter with Srimad
Azhagiyasingar as an examinee in Sri
Bhasyam in the Malola Vidwat Sadas was
in the year 1966, when | was a lad of
nineteen years doing my 4™ B.E in
Thiagarajar College of Engineering, in
Madurai. Srimad Azhagiyasingar
welcomed me with a “bouncer” virtually,
when | sat before him to make my
presentation in SriBhésyam. In a lighter
vein, he asked me, “This is the Sadas of
Ahobila Math. Not a simple Sadas like
your Munitraya Sadas. How dare your
father send you to face this Sadas?” I
submitted, “This Sadas was started by
the 4 2" saint of Ahobila Math, developed
by 43™ saint and now nurtured by the
44™ saint. Thus the Sadas has become
the Sadas of three saints — Munis and
so a Munitraya Sadas. s it appropriate
to call it Sadas of Math or the Muni-

trayam?”

2. My father had composed a $loka
to this effect anticipating such remarks

in lighter vein from the Azhagiyasingar.

The $loka reads thus:-
érfraﬁgakénja munisvara kalpiteyam
érf[ﬁ'rara‘gha va muni$vara vardhita ca /
Vedantadesika munisvara lalitadya
Sriman munitraya sabha nu?

Mathasya va nu? //

On hearing this, Azhagiyasingar said,
“Well, your father has also made you a
fit person to present in this Sadas and
equipped you with some defence to face
the scholars sitting here like stars in a
galaxy!”

3. Then he ordered, “Proceed with

the presentation!”

4.1 had selected Indrapranadhikarana
- the eleventh in the first pada of the
first adhyaya of Sriibhés_yam.

5. Normally, the discussions on a
passage taken up in an Adhikaranam will
start with a small anecdote in the
background, then present the upadesams
in the passage, and analyze the upadeSams
to arrive at the correct meaning of the

upadeSams in the passage.

6. This Adhikaranam discusses a
passage in Kausitiki Upanisad. It presents
the background thus:-

7.0ne Pratardana, son of one
Divodasa, went to Heaven, the abode

dear to Indra, by his valour and skill in
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war.(That he had gone to heaven in
support of Indra in a war like Dasaratha
Chakravarthi against the Demons is
obvious).Pleased by his valour and skill

in war, Indra offered him a boon.

8. Pratardana said, “You may yourself
choose a gift most salutary for the human

beings and give it to me!”

9. Indra said that a gift should be
chosen by the recipient, but Pratardana
stood firm. He said, “You give me a gift

which is most salutary for mankind!”

10.This is given here again in the
words of the Upanisad:-

Pratardano ha vai Daivodasirindrasya
privam dhamopajagama yuddhena ca
paurusena ca / tam hendra uvaca /
“ Pratardana! Varam dadani’ ti / sa
hovdca Pratardanah " tvameva me varam
vrnisvayam tvam manusyaya hitatamam
manyasa’ iti / tam hendra uvaca “ na
vai varam parasmai vrnite tvameva
vrnisve' ti /" avaro vai tarhi kila me" iti

hovaca Pratardanah / ... sa hovaca ...

11. Then

upade$Sams, which are discussed in this

Indra gave some

adhikaranam.

12. At this, Srimad Azhagiyasingar put
forth this question:- “You say Pratardana
pleased Indra with his valour and skill in
war. Was Pratardana a Ksatriya?”

13. I was not prepared for such a

question. [ felt the question was a wide

one. For, where would this research
whether “Pratardana was a Ksatriya or
not” take us? It should have certainly
been irrelevant, as neither Sri Bhasyam
nor its main commentary Srutaprakééika
speaks of it. Thus, | was getting biased

against the question itself.

14. Srimad Azhagiyasingar asked,
“Tell me! Was he a Ksatriva?” [ said,
“Yes, he should have been a Ksatriya as
he had fought in war!”

15. Srimad Azhagiyasingar said
“Parasurama fought many wars, was he
a Ksatriya? Krpacarya, Dronacarya, and
Asvattama fought in the Mahabharata
war. Were they Ksatrivas? You don’t
have any conclusive evidence with you

to say that he was a Ksatriya! Go ahead!”

16. | presented for some more time
till he said it was enough. He gave a
sambhavana of Rs.30. At that time (in
1966), it was a huge amount and the

sambhavana for senior scholars.

17. After the Sadas, | asked some
senior scholars, “What is the purpose of
this question “Was Prtardana a Ksatriya
and what is the answer?” They said, “Srimad
Azhagiyasingar would ask such questions
to unsettle the candidate making the
presentation”. Evidently, they were also

biased against the question itself.

18. I returned to my home at Madurai
and submitted the proceedings that
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happened at Mukkar to my father. | told
him that I felt the question on Pratardana
being a Ksatriya or not was not relevant.

19. My father said, “It was very
relevant. You should not forget Sri
Azhagiyasingar is a very seasoned scholar
in Sriibhasyam. Your getting biased
against the question is a form of
indiscipline. That Pratardana’s father
was one Divodasa is clear by the adjective
Divodasi to Pratardana’s name in the
text of the Upanisad itself’. The
compound word Divodasi is to be
dissolved as Son of Divodasa. You can
see our Upanisad-Bhashyakara
commenting here, divodasasya apatyam

puman daivodasih /

20. In his “smrti”, sage Satatapa says
that the name of a Brahmin should end
with the suffix “Sarma", Ksatriya with
“Varma”, Vaisya with “Sena” and the
name of those from the service
community should end with the suffix
“Dasa’ .
éarméntam brahmanasya

syad varmantam ksatrivasya tu /
Senantam caiva vaisyasya

dasantam cantyajasya tu //
The father

Divodasa. As his name ends with the

of Pratardana was

suffix “Dasa’, his father might have been
from the service community. Therefore,
to say that he was a Ksatriya, you should

give conclusive and authentic evidence,

instead of merely inferring so. You can’t
say that he fought in a war and so he
was a Ksatriya, as there are instances of
non-Ksatriyas like Parasu Rama et a/
fighting wars.”

21. I said, “What relevance has this
got to Sribhasya?”

22. My father said, “It has direct
relevance to Sribhésyam. As per Apa-
the

community cannot be initiated into

shiudradhikaranam, service
Brahma Vidya. If Pratardana was from
the service community, how could Indra
initiate him into Brahmavidya? Would
not there be a contradiction between Apa-
shiadradhikaranam and Indra-
pranadhikaranam? So, we have to prove
that Pratardana’s father was a Ksatriya
and the tag “dasa” to his name was an
exception. Keeping in mind only this,
Srimad Azhagiyasingar had asked you
this question. But out of kindness to
you, he might have thought it would be
too heavy to probe further on this
question and would have left it at that!
This question also tests you in the areas

you have covered in authentic literature”.

2 3. He advised me to get a copy of
the Upanisad Bhasyam in Sri Sankara’s
system from the university library, as he
recalled Sri Sankara had not written a
commentary for this Upanisad. | searched
for the commentary by someone in the

lineage of Sri Sankara.
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24. 1 came across the book by Dr.
Radhakrishnan captioned “The Principal
Upanisads”, wherein he has mentioned
about one Sankarananda and his
commentary on this Upanisad called
Dipika.

Dr. Radhakrishnan has added a
footnote to explain the word Divodasi
“Divodasi- * Divodasasya Kasi-Rajasya
Putro Divodasi’ .This means Divodasa
was the king of Kasi. Evidently, this quote
is from Dipika.

25. Then | located Dipika .The

original of Sri Sankarananda reads as

Pratardanah ;- prakarsena tardayati-
bhartsayati-abhibhavati svasatruniti
sarthakanama Pratardanah ha kila
Daivodasih Divodasasya Kasirajasya
putro Daivodasih /

This is a positive evidence to prove

Divodasa was a Ksatriya.

26. | returned with this piece of
information from the University Library
and submitted it to my father. He
immediately recalled that the name finds
a mention in Maha Bharata too. He
advised me to bring Adi Parva from our
home library and search for the portion

describing the life of Yayati.

27. Yayati was made to fall down
from the seat he shared with Indra by
the canny Indra, by making Yayati list
the punyas that fetched him half of the

seat of Indra. As he listed them, Yayati
realized his punyas were evaporating and
he had come to the edge of Indra’s
throne, for punyas will evaporate, if one
lists them. Realizing the plot of Indra,
Yayati sought a boon from Indra in
exchange for the residual punyas, to make
him fall in a place where there were good
people. Indra granted the boon and
Yayati fell in a place where four kings
were jointly performing a sacrifice. Seeing
Yayati falling, they held him in the sky
itself with their punyas. Yayati's daughter
Madhavi was married to a king called
Divodasa. He was one of the four
performing the sacrifice. She also had
come there to watch the sacrifice. She
told them the person supported by them
was her father and so their maternal
grandfather. With their punyas, they sent
Yayati back to heaven. The four brothers
Pratardana, Sibi and

Vasumana. Pratardana is also mentioned

were Astaka,

as” Kaseya”. Reference may be made to
Sloka 37 in Adhyaya 87 in Sambhava
Parva, seventh subdivision of Adiparva,

where we come across KaseyasSca

Pratardanah /

From all these, it is clear Pratardana
was a Ksatriya. Now, how can you be
biased against the question? Unless it is
made clear that Pratardana was a Ksatriya
and his father’s name having the tag

Dasa was exceptional, the doubt
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regarding his being from the service
community and so the doubt on the
internal contradiction between Apa-
Indra-

shoodradhikaranam and

pranadhikaranam cannot be erased.
28. “Srimad Azhagiyasingar might
have wanted to test whether you have
knowledge of these texts and your
knowledge covers areas of Mahabharata,
Dipika etc. See the benefit you have
reaped now by taking the question in a

positive manner.

29. This is how you should prepare

for Sadas in future” said my father.

30. Now, the readers would be able
to appreciate how a very simple question
thrown by Srimad Azhagiyasingar served
all the purposes of Sadas.

31. My father went on to say, “I had
advised you to get by heart the concerned
slokas from Adhikaranasaravali for the
Adhikaranam after the
commentary for the slokas from the three
that
Varadaguru, second called Padayojana

studying

vyakhyanams - of Kumara
of Aththippattu Azhagiyasingar and the
third of Sri Sundararya Mahadesikan, my
grand preceptor (At that time Abhinava
Desika Sri Uttamir Svami s Commentary
had not come into vogue). Evidently,
you had not paid heed to this advice. If
you had paid attention to that, you could
have pleased the Sadas and Srimad
Azhagiyasingar still better.”

32. So saying, he made me read out
the commentary “Padayojana” of
Attippattu Azhagiyasingar for the first
Sloka of Adhikaranasaravali for this
Adhikaranam. It starts thus: vidva
Pratardini sa ... meaning the upadeSams
Pratardana had...............

Commenting on this, Attippattu
Azhagiyasingar says Pratardini -
Pratardano ha vai Daivodasirindrasya
ityadika
Pratardanakhya — ksatrivakhyana

privam dhamopajagama

pratipadika / He explains that the word
Pratardini - in the §loka means the
Brahma Vidya connected with the
“Ksatriva” named Pratardana.

If only you had stood your ground
that Pratardana was a Ksatriya as has
Attippattu
Azhagiyasingar, it would have served the

been mentioned by

purpose” said my father, and added:-
33. “The Advaitins have been

criticizing us, the Srivais_navas, for adding
the suffix Dasa to our name. Only on
occasions like Abhivadanam we use the
tag Sarmé to our name. Otherwise, we
say Karunakara Dasa, Ramanuja Dasa
etc. Since Dasa is only for service
community, how can Brahmins put the
suffix Dasa to their name? To this, we
reply that the soul is the servant or dasa
of the Lord and His devotees. Therefore,
we use the suffix Dasa only on all

occasions, except during the rituals.
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OBITUARY
Sri Ubha. Ve. Annadhiar Rajagopalacaryar Svami

It is with deep regret we record that Annadhar Sri Ubha. Ve. Rajagopalacarya
Svami attained Acaryan Tiruvadi at Madurantakam on 14.07.2020 after a brief
illness. He was 98. He had the rare distinction of serving as the Chief Arcaka at the
temple of Sri Erikattha Raman at Madurantakam for more than 80 years. He was
born to Sri Sadagopan Svami and Smt Kanakavalli
Ammangar in 1922. He mastered the Yajur veda and
learnt Kavya and Sastras at the holy feet of Sri Ubha,

Ve, Ghostipuram Sundara Sowmya Narayanacaryar Svami,
Nyaya Sastra and Paficaratra Agama respectively under
Sri Villivalam Narayanacaryar Svami and Ghostipuram
Sri Vasudevacaryar Svami and Grantha Catustaya from
Devanarvilagam Srimad Azhagiyasingar. Later, he taught
Veda for more than 20 years in the Madurantakam
pathasala. He was an authority on Dharma $astra and
his column in Sri Nrsimhapriva answering numerous

doubts of the readers was very popular.
Some of the honours he received are enumerated below.

President’s Gold Medal for Sanskrit in 2011, Sri Paficaratra Prakriya Cakravartti
(awarded by the 44" Srimad Azhagiasingar), Sri Paficaratra Bhaskara (by Srimad
Andavan (Periaéramam), Sri Paficaratra Paravara Pravina (Kinchitkaram Trust), Sri
Vaisnava Ratnam (Sri Parasara Gurukulam, Belagola, Mysuru) and Sri Paficaratra
Samrat (TTD). Despite his old age, he addressed the gathering during the Platinum
Jubilee Celebrations of the Pathasala in 2018 in the august presence of prakrtam
Srimad Azhagiyasingar and the Chief Guest Sri Ma.Foi. Pandiarajan, Minister of
Tamil development, Govt. Tamil Nadu. His loss is irreparable to the Sri Vaisnava

Community.

Dr. D.P.Kannan Dr.M.S. Srikanth

SRl AHOBILA MATH VEDA PRABANDHA SASTRA
SANSKRIT MAHAVIDYALAYA, MADURANTAKAM

D
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PN A N ARG AER

FEATURES FAQ ON SARANAGATI
Mukkir Srimad Azhagiyasingar' s Arulmozhi

W

English translation by Dr. S. Sundar Rajan, Trichy

In his inimitable style, Mukkar Mahan poses certain questions about
garapa'gati and its efficacy, which have plagued our minds sometime or the
other, and proceeds to furnish convincing answers. He also narrates a moving
personal experience, which bolsters our faith in garagégati. (Ed.)

Vaikunthe tu pare loke
Sriva sardham Jagatpatih /

Aste Visnuh acintyatma
bhaktair bhagavataih saha //

Sri Visnu, who is Sriman Narayana,
resides in the indestructible Great City
called Sri Vaikuntham, along with other
eternal beings, emancipated souls and
Sri Mahalaksmi. He nurtures and
manages all the worlds from there. If
we, who belong to this world, perform
the strategy of bhakti yoga — (procedure
of devotion) we will attain Him in His
world. Along with those who belong
there, we too can enjoy supreme bliss
untainted by any type of sorrow. We can
be happy there without ever being born

again. If those who do not have the ability to

I have written this in many Arul perform bhakti yoga as prescribed in the
Mozhis: Upanisads, perform S‘arana’gaﬁ (the act
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of total unconditional surrender at the
lotus feet of the Divine Couple, Sriman
Narayana [Sri and Narayanal), then they
too, like those who have done bhakti
voga, will attain Sri Vaikuntham and
worship Sriman Narayana there. They
will attain supreme bliss by doing all types
of services to the Divine Duo. They will
not be reborn in these worlds, which are
the abode of all sorrows. They will reside
eternally at Sri Vaikuntham and will
always be contented. Just like performers
of bhakti yoga achieve all their desired
objectives, those who do Saranégaz‘i too

attain all that they desire.

Those who have not undergone
traditional kalaksepam and hence lack
complete knowledge of éarana'gati come
up with several objections and questions

in this regard. For instance —

1. You say that upon performing
Sl‘aranégaﬁ, Sriman Narayana grants all
types of boons. If we do S"aranégaz‘i
desiring the Srirangam gopuram to shift
itself on top of the Kaficipuram gopuram
for two days, will Sriman Narayana make

it happen?

2. Standing beneath a coconut tree, if
we do éaranégati at the sacred feet of
Sriman Narayana for a coconut to fall,
will He make the coconut drop into our

lap?

3. If someone, who does not have
children, does éarana'gati at the lotus
feet of the Lord to beget children, will

children be born to him?

4. If a person who is blind performs
prapatti to Sriman Narayana to regain
his vision, will the Lord at once grant

him vision?

5. A person sits at home and does
S‘aranégaz‘i to Sriman Narayana, desiring
a lot of wealth; will the desired wealth be

granted to him?

6. If one seeks refuge in Sriman
Narayana for the purpose of the water
deep down in the well overflowing and
irrigating the fields by itself, will water

from the well rise and flow to the field?

7. If we perform garanégati to Sriman
Narayana for the purpose of a bull
delivering a calf, will He enable a bull to

give birth to a calf?

8. If we do \éarana‘gaﬁ to Bhagavan
for the purpose of running a car without

using petrol, will it happen?

9. If someone does Saranégati to
Bhagavan for the purpose of becoming a

great king, will the Lord make him one?

10. If an old man performs saranégati
for the purpose of becoming young, will

He succeed in regaining his youth?
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11. A toothless old man wants to eat
murukku — a hard rice flour savoury. So
he does S‘aranégaﬁ to Bhagavan praying
for his teeth to grow back. Will this
happen?

Asking frivolous questions like these,
many say — “ garanégati is an unreal act;
had it been genuine, would any person
belonging to any faith not have performed
it? One can believe things if one sees at
least some desire being achieved upon
performance of éaranégati. We are told
that the fruits of Saranégati cannot be
seen by the eyes. How can one believe
this, just because the scriptures say so
and the preceptors repeat it? Hasn't
Bhagavan given us brains too? How can
we believe in something which our intellect
tells us is impossible?” Even if we ignore
the objections raised by those of other
faiths, we ourselves do not have faith in

our own school.

These are the objections raised by
some people, deluded by their sins and
ignorant of the inherent nature of

Saranégati.

It is not enough if we merely tell these
people that their questions are wrong. It
is very important to impress upon them
the greatness of \S/‘arana‘gati in such a
manner that it is etched in their minds.
Everyone must understand this well and

conclusively get rid of their doubts.

If one does éaranégati for the purpose
of the Sriraﬁgam gopuram shifting itself
to the top of the Kaficipuram gopuram,
it will not succeed. Saranégati will bear
fruit only if its objective is capable of
being accomplished in one manner or
another. To place one gopuram atop
another cannot be done in any way. If
one does éaranégati for impossible tasks,

it will not succeed.

For the same reason, prapatti done
for a bull to beget a calf will never bear
the desired fruit; and so also the
éarana'gaﬁ done for a coconut to fall on
its own from a tree, while we stand
beneath it.

If someone were to ask, “The first
two need not succeed because they are
impossible, but surely a coconut can be

made to fall from the tree?”

For attaining any desired fruit, there
are many ways. Saranégati will be
effective only in cases where there is no
other means to attain a goal. If we want
a coconut, we can climb up the tree and
pluck it. If we can’t climb, we can ask
someone else to do it for us; or we can
use a long rod with a hook to get the
coconut. As there are many ways in
which a coconut can be obtained,
performing éarana'gati for it will not

succeed.
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garanégaﬁis not the main means. Only
if there is no other way to get a result,
will doing éarana'gaz‘i succeed. When
there is a possibility of reaching the goal
by another means, then doing éaranégati

will be fruitless.

One without an issue will not beget a
child by doing S‘arana’gaﬁ. Sins are the
reasons for lack of progeny. To atone
for those sins, expiatory methods are
indicated in the scriptures. The important
ways to atone for sins are — dana —
giving gifts, homa — performing sacred
fire rituals, Setu snana — bathing at the
Setu (Thirupullani sea shore, where the
remnants of the sefu — bridge built by
Sri Rama are still there), Jjapa — reiteration
of incantations, arcana — worshiping
images of deities with offerings, etc. When
one has the ability to do all these, doing

Saranégati instead will not succeed.

This too is the answer to the question
whether vision will be restored to a blind
man upon éaranégaﬁ. Surya namaskara
— a potent prayer to the Sun god — is
said to be the main means for enabling
vision. Without approaching a deity, one
can obtain treatment from a doctor for
blindness, who will prescribe requisite
medicines. Thus, when there are many
other ways to get back vision, it cannot
be regained by doing Saranégati, instead

of adopting one of these methods.

Without doing any work, one cannot
make money, just by doing \S/‘aranégati.
There are so many ways to make money
in this world, of which people are only

too aware.

There are many poor people who
attained riches by working and earning
money, adopting proper means. There
are many who became rich by tilling the
land and growing crops and many who
became rich lawfully by adopting a
profession. Many lawyers have earned
quite a lot of money righteously, while
many have become rich by staging plays.
Many have studied the scriptures and
earned money by delivering discourses.
Thus, money can be made through
various means. Hence, doing garanégati
to make money, without taking the trouble
to adopt any of the aforesaid strategies,

will not succeed.

If one does éaranégati for the purpose
of the well water overflowing and
irrigating the fields by itself, that too will
not succeed. Is there no other way to
make the water inside the well flow into
the fields? There is indeed a device,
which can be yoked to the bulls and pulled
by them, which will lift the water from
the well and let it flow into the fields.

These days, there are machines and
pumps that irrigate lands. Everybody

knows this. Thus, the water in the well
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can be used for irrigating the lands by
any of the aforesaid methods. There is

no need to do Saranégati for this.

If someone asks, will a car run without
petrol if we do éarana'gati, the answer is
— isn’t filling petrol in a car well within
our capability? If we do éaranégaﬁ for
getting results from those jobs, which
we can ourselves do easily, garana’gaz‘i

will not be successful.

If I do garanégaﬁ to Bhagavan for
becoming a great king, will | become one?
The answer to this question is —
Nowadays there are many options for
one to acquire a great position in this
world, which we see every day. So,
Saranégaﬁ for acquiring a great position

will not succeed.

If an old man wants to become young,
he can go to a sage who is knowledgeable
about medicines and get a drug called
kayakalpa for regaining his youth.
Saranégaﬁ done for this purpose will not

succeed.

If a toothless old man performs
Saranégati to get teeth for eating
murukku, it will not succeed. He can
fulfill his wish by using artificial teeth,
can’t he? Can’'t he otherwise crush
murukku into powder and have it? Thus,
when one can attain a goal by other

means, Saranagati will not succeed.

We will furnish an answer to questions
about Saranégati, which brings out its
essence. If we want to attain goals which
are approved by the scriptures, then we
must adopt the means prescribed in the
scriptures for each of them. There are
many who are unable to adhere to any
of those methods, in any manner, due
to lack of ability. If they consider their
condition of incapability and feel very
sad, and perform éaranégaﬁ at the sacred
feet of Stiman Narayana, Bhagavan notes
their sorrow and out of compassion,
grants them their wishes. So say the

scriptures.

Think about the one who asks whether
éaranégati will enable one gopuram to
be placed on another. He doesn’t really
want such a thing to happen and is just
making fun of Saranégati. Is he worried
about such a goal of his not being
achieved? Similarly, éaranégaﬁ that is
done merely for testing its efficacy, for
goals that are not sincerely desired or
those that are impossible of performance,
will not succeed. The goal must be a
much-desired one. There must not be
any other way for that goal to be attained.
Such goals can certainly be attained
through éarana'gati to Bhagavan, if one
feels very sad for not being able to attain
it by other means. These facts can be
known from Srimad Ramavyana,
Mahabharata, Bhagavata etc.
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There was a very poor man residing
in Mannargudi. He wouldn’t believe
anything easily. Both his sons were to
be married at Singaperumalkoil near
Chennai. On the day before the marriage,
he sent everyone in his family to the
marriage venue. Having earlier pawned
his wife’s bangles, ear studs, etc., he
assured his wife that he would redeem
them and be there at Singaperumal Koil
on the morning of the wedding. He had
to leave Mannargudi by train at 8.00
pm. Till 7.00 pm, little by little, he
managed to borrow fifty rupees from
various sources. He had pawned the
ornaments for fifty rupees. When he paid
it at the pawnshop and sought return of
the jewels, he was told to pay five rupees
more towards interest. No amount of
pleading could make the pawnshop owner
part with the jewels without the interest.
This man had planned to borrow five
rupees from pawnbroker, after settling
his dues of fifty rupees, towards cost of
the train ticket to Singaperumal Koil,

which was now out of the question.

The time was 7.30 pm. The railway
station was half a mile away. Overcome
by grief, he went to the mandapam of
the Mannargudi Rajagopala Svami
temple, in Gopalasamudram street. His
body was fatigued and trembling. He
thought about the Perumal and Thayar
at the temple “Amma Shenbagavalli!

Appa Gopala!” he cried out in

desperation. His throat was becoming

“Without

whatsoever, here | am, standing in the

parched. any means

middle of the street. Your sons are to be

married at daybreak. | have no money in
my hands. | have no money to go by
train. | am in acute distress. There is no
other refuge for me except your sacred
feet. | have heard that you had rescued
the clueless Draupadi. She too must have
suffered like this, without any one to
protect her. She was a learned lady. On
the other hand, | am a complete fool.
You must extricate me from this difficulty

by extending a helping hand”, he cried.

As if in response to his plea for
succour, he appeared to hear someone
say, “Why are you crying? Do not
worry!”. Or was it only his fevered

imagination? He turned around. On the
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ground, he saw something white. He bent

and picked it up. To his amazement, it

was a ten-rupee note. He ran swiftly,
paid the interest and redeemed the
ornaments. The pawnbroker gave him
three rupees as his marriage gift. He ran
to the railway station and got into the
train just as it was moving. Even after
being seated for about ten minutes, his

whole body continued to tremble.

Reaching Singaperumal Koil in the
morning, he gave the ornaments to his
wife, who was happy to have them back.
It was a five-day marriage. For five days,
that great man kept telling everyone about
the troubles he had faced and how
Bhagavan had created and gifted him
ten rupees. All those who heard this
responded sincerely that faith in God

never went waste.

This incident took place about 40

years ago (This Arulmozhi was written
in the 1980’s.) If you ask how

Azhagiyasingar knows about this, [ will
tell you. At that time, | was performing

to the 40" Srimad
Azhagiyasingar of this Math. [ went to

kainkaryam

that marriage. The reason was that the
grooms were my second and third
younger brothers. The great man who
was their father and his righteous wife,
were my parents too. As soon as he got
down from the train at Singaperumal kovil,
he saw me, hugged me and told me with
tears about the predicaments he had
faced. | had gone there to Singaperumal
Koil with nine hundred rupees borrowed
from fellow servitors of the Math. When
| gave the sum to my father, he was very

happy. That is why [ say now, listen to me.

We seek to attain pious goals approved
by the scriptures, but are unable to
execute the means therefor, which too
have been prescribed by the very same
scriptures. If our desire for the goal is
intense and we are distressed at our
inability to achieve it, Sriman Narayana,
who is capable of granting all fruits, will
never abandon us, if we seek refuge in
His sacred feet. However, if your motive
is to test the efficacy of 5aranégaﬁ,
Bhagavan will not respond—after all, He
is not bound to subject Himself to your

tests!

Faith in the Vedic scriptures, faith in
God, faith in the wise preceptor who
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knows the éarana'gaz‘i Sastra in depth
and preaches it — if one performs
éaranégaﬁ with these elements of faith,
for a genuine purpose, Sriman Narayana
will definitely ensure its success. We see
that Prahalada, Gajendra, Kakasura,
Draupadi, Vibhisana, Kaliya, residents
of Nandagokula, Ambarisa et al. sought
refuge in Bhagavan and attained their
respective goals. By emulating them, we
too can attain the Lord, have our wishes

fulfilled and continue to live in supreme

bliss in this world. Similarly, for attaining
salvation, if we seek refuge in the sacred
feet of Sriman Narayana, He will destroy
all our sins, rescue us from being
drowned in the ocean of worldly
existence, enable us to attain Sri
Vaikuntham, grant us supreme bliss,
prevent us from being reborn in this world
and enable us to live with Him eternally
and in bliss. This is the absolute truth.
There is not even an iota of doubt in

this. &

G DEZ)

Obituary

Sri A. Rangaswami Svami, former Chairman and
Managing Director of Lakshmi General Finance (TVS
Group), attained Acaryan Tiruvadi on 7.7.20 at Chennai.
His life of 91 years was an extremely productive one from
all angles. Having performed Vedadhyayanam and acquired
scholarship in Sanskrit, he authored several books on
Sanatana Dharma and Vedanta, including translations of
philosophical works like the Prabodha Sudhakaram. Both
Sri Rangaswami and his wife Smt. Sarasa Rangaswami
(who predeceased him) were very pious, charitably inclined
and humane by nature. After his retirement from secular occupations, Sri
Rangaswami was guiding students of Sanskrit, philosophy, yoga, etc. and was
closely associated with the Madras Sanskrit College. He was a simple in his
habits and adhered to yogic practices of Sadhana. He is survived by three
daughters and is a sambandhi of Sri K. Parasaran Swami, former Attorney-
General of India and a devoted disciple of Sri Ahobila Matham. We convey our

heart-felt condolences to the bereaved family.
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FEATURES
Absolute Faith (Mahavisvasam)-1

Mukkar Mahan's Arulmozhi

hatever the endeavour we may
Wundertake, it will be fruitful only
if we make the effort with

complete faith.

]

Translation: Sri Jagan Bharadvaj, USA

To begin with, how do we develop
this total faith? If our forefathers followed
a particular path as prescribed by the
scripture and benefited from it, we will
also obtain what we desire through efforts
without deviating from the scripture. Such
is the faith required. We also need to
have faith that the deity being propitiated
will grant us without doubt the desired

boon, for a particular type of action.

A second type of faith is also required.
Only if we undertake our endeavour of
choice, after completing all required
duties ordained by the scripture, such as
having a bath (with the appropriate  ensuring that we have brushed our teeth,
mantras), doing Sandhya vandanam, etc.,  had our bath and observed full Acaram
will the action we propose to undertake  before digging?” This question can be
be fruitful. Some entertain certain doubts  answered by people who specialize in
in this regard. “What is the purpose of  well construction. They begin their
digging a well? Isn't it to obtain fresh  construction only in a clean state, after
water? Will one be able obtain fresh  praying to Vighneévara (Ganeéa) and
water by digging a well, only after breaking a coconut.
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Questioning the concept of faith being
the cornerstone of result, another person
asks, “If you sincerely believe that a bull
will be able to give you milk, spend a
hundred rupees buying a bull and attempt
to milk that creature, will it give you
milk?” Please ponder over whether such

Such

men may even ask, “If you mix cement

a question is even appropriate.

with curd, make a dosa out of it and
feed it to someone for supper on an
Amavasya day, will his hunger be
appeased? If someone has absolute faith
that a particular poison will not kill us,
and on the basis of such a faith consumes
the poison, will such a poison fail to Kkill
him? With complete faith that fire will
not burn a thatched roof hut, if someone
sticks a burning piece of wood into the
roof, will that house fail to burn?” Such
questions will keep popping up. Where

is the limit to such foolishness?

What [ said earlier was: if we approach
a generous person with the firm faith
that he will give us what we seek, he will
indeed. If we go with the attitude, “I
have no idea whether this person will
give me or not, but I will ask anyway”,
our lack of faith will itself turn even the
most generous person into a miser, when
we approach him. On the other hand, if
we were to approach a large hearted

person with full faith and humility and

say, “You are my last resort; I have no
one else to turn to, if you do not oblige
me”, our faith itself will force this person
to give us what we need, even if he has
to borrow for that purpose. To reiterate
what | said earlier, if we were to propitiate
a deity that has the ability to give us
what we need, with the proper faith and
etiquette, and at the appropriate time
and place, that deity will definitely grant
Those who

understand this point will not give a free

us the desired boon.

rein to their mind while asking questions.
If we were to teach all this to someone
with absolutely no education, he will
execute good projects with complete faith
And there are

those who, in reality, know nothing; but

and obtain good fruit.

with the intent of impressing others, they
will play the devil's advocate to whatever
we might tell them. Even Brahma will
not be able to correct such people. “But
don’t even well-educated people get
doubts sometimes?” This is a pertinent
They have doubts and there
With a

proper explanation, their doubts can be

question.
is a reason for such doubts.
cleared. I will narrate an anecdote as an

example.

A person develops a yearning to
obtain salvation at the end of this life
itself. For this, he performs Saranégati
at the feet of Bhagavan. He needs to

have the total faith that if one were to
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perform éaranégati to Sriman Narayana,
one would definitely be blessed with
Moksam. If he were to perform this
Saranégati without such absolute faith
or Mahavisvasam in his attaining the
desired goal, then he will not get his
salvation. The scripture makes this very
clear. There are many points worth

considering in this regard.

1.) The

(performing Saranégati) in this lifetime,

person surrendering
has committed all kinds of sins in endless
previous births. These sins not only
prevent him from approaching Bhagavan,
but also have the capability of making
his appeals to Bhagavan go unheeded.
Besides, God cannot be deceived. He is
completely aware of all the sins that these
people have committed. He is the one
who distributes the proper fruit for the
various sins. He is also the one who
awards the punishment for various sins.
That is why these sins have the capacity
to prevent him from approaching God,

and also causing his prayers to go

unheeded.

2.) Now, please pay special attention
In addition to the

countless sins mentioned above, there is

to the next point.

a further accumulation of endless sins.
These rouse Bhagavan's anger to the
point that He does not give salvation to
this individual.

becomes the duty of the arbiter to not

Therefore, it virtually

let this individual get his salvation. This

is the second doubt.

3.) The other deities will bestow boons
immediately upon prayer. Bhagavan on
the other hand, does not confer fruits
that easily. He also does not look forward
to favours from anybody. He always
has and is able to get whatever He wants,
when He wants it. Saranégati is a
miniscule task that takes barely half an
hour. Such an insignificant task can
under no circumstances be commensurate
with the fruit, which is unlimited bliss.
Will someone, who until now has given
us fruit according to our karmas, be so
magnanimous as to confer on us such a
major boon for a mere excuse of a

strategy? Seems unbelievable, doesn’t
it?

4.) Some have been devoted to
Bhagavan from the moment of their birth
till their last breadth. Even such Bhakti
Yogis do not get salvation at the time of
their choice. That being so, how is it
possible for us to believe that Bhagavan
will afford us salvation at the time of our
choice for such a mere excuse (which is

what Saranégati is)?

5.) We know from experience that
Bhagavan gives fruit according to one’s
caste, religion, whether one is a man or

woman and such other differences. That
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being the case, how is it possible that for
this same Saranégati, (done irrespective
of caste, whether by a man or a woman,
a learned person or a fool, one perfect
in anustanam, or one who performs all
the wrong actions all his life), done in an
insignificant amount of time, Bhagavan
gives us a fruit that is unlimited and

eternal? This again sounds unbelievable.

Therefore, if one or more of the above
doubts arise, how would it be possible to
this

unwavering faith, so essential to

develop Mahavisvasam or
salvation? Svami Desikan gives us clear

answers.

1.) Even though we have done
nothing but commit sins, in our hearts
dwells our Mother, Mahalaksmi. She
has nothing but maternal affection for
us. She recommends to Bhagavan in
roughly the following terms: “Our child
has arrived. You have to bless him with
merciful glances.” She compels Him out
of Her love for Him. In turn He
responds: “Just for You, I will set aside
my anger.” Then He turns to the errant
soul and says: “Tell Me why you have
come?” In this way, He breaks the ice
and accepts the child surrendering to
Him.

Mahalaksmi’s intercession, even the

Therefore, because of
greatest of sinners can surrender to the

Lord and approach Him. Bhagavan

becomes accessible. Thus, one doubt

has been resolved.

2.) For one who has committed
unlimited sins, and for whom more
punishment is the just fruit, will Bhagavan
confer on him the favour of boundless
bliss? We do not have to worry. There
is a multifarious and multi-level
relationship between Paramatma and all
the Jivatmas. If we understand these
relationships, all doubts will disappear
like a fog in the noonday sunlight. The
Jivatma is His property. It is natural for
the owner of a property to want to protect
it. We are His children. However wicked
the son might have been, no father will
ever dream of saying, “Let us just kill
and finish him off.” When at some point
the son’s evil tendencies wane and he
beseeches his father saying: “You should
not let me down (because of my past)”,
the father will embrace him and not
We see this

even in this material world (where

disinherit his son at all.

humans are humans and subject to
Therefore, with the

understanding that we enjoy with the

weaknesses).

Lord the relationship as between a father
and son, if we seek forgiveness with
complete faith, He will give us our due
inheritance, and make us enjoy unlimited

bliss in Sri Vaikuntham. With such a

staunch faith, if we duly surrender to
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Him, such surrender will without a doubt

bear fruit.

3.) Isn’t it perfectly natural to doubt
why Bhagavan should give us unlimited
fruit for an action we perform in a fraction
of a day at no cost to us? How do we
develop that unflinching faith? Svami
Desikan gives us the reconciliation
between the scripture and what sounds

totally contrary to logic.

Even though it is normal for Bhagavan
to bestow fruit strictly in accordance with
the level of pious deeds of an individual,
the case of Sarar_légati is an exception.
This process of devotional surrender
immediately kindles Bhagavan’s parental
love towards the surrendered soul to the

point that He forgives all the soul’s sins,

as in His statement sarva papebhyo
moksayisyami. Then, as a result of
severance of all material attachments,
this surrendered soul obtains the bequest
of unlimited bliss in a state of liberation.
As Bhagavan will not be able to reduce

the amount of bliss He bestows on the

soul, the soul enjoys unlimited bliss, by

merely performing a token act.

4.) “It is known that Bhagavan gives
fruit little by little at a time, to even
those who have led a very pious life for
ages. How is it possible for me to believe
that just because | pray for liberation at
the end of this lifetime itself, Bhagavan
will grant such a request?” Svami
Desikan the

reconciliation.

offers following

Just as the Brahmastram is the most
superior among weapons, Sarar_légati is
the most superior among pious deeds.
Why is this so? There is no other method
by which all my sins can be eradicated.
My sins are so astronomical, that nobody
else can save me from their effects.
Saying: “I surrender to Your holy feet”,
with sincere repentance and tears in
one’s eyes, melts the heart of Bhagavan.
He then gives salvation without delay,
at the specific time sought by the
surrendering soul. The act of surrender
with

Therefore,

ties Bhagavan to the soul
unbreakable bonds of love.
there need be no doubt as to this time
difference in the bestowal of the fruit of
liberation between the surrendered soul

and everyone else.

5.) A major doubt arises about the

logic of the statement that, regardless of
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the caste or religion of the individual
and his capacity, the same level of bliss
and the same kind liberation is given to
all. When you say that a Mahan gets
liberation upon surrendering, a Brahmana
gets liberation upon surrendering and a
lowly person too gets liberation upon

surrendering, my mind immediately

springs into action and traverses the
universe in all ten directions. | am a
very great sinner. Yet when it is said
that [ will get the same liberation equal
to the Mahans who surrender, it causes
a grave doubt in my mind.

to be continued...

Book Review

1. Srimad Rahasyatraya Saram-Part 1 pp 357 Price Rs. 450
(Concessional price Rs. 350)

2. Kétpadum Solvadum—pp 240 Price: Rs. 250 (concessional price
Rs. 150)

Both books available with the Author and Publisher: Sri Uruppattar
Soundararajan Svami, Sri Kainkarya, 20, Postal Colony Street, West
Mambalam, Chennai 600033. Phone: 044-23713986,
9566709900

The octogenarian author has been active in service to the Sri Vaisnava Sampradaya
through his lectures and prolific writings, having authored more than 20 books on
various aspects of our Sampradaya. He has enriched
his wisdom through interactions with Acarya Purusas
like HH Paravakkottai Srimad Andavan, Seva
Srinivasaraghavécérya Svami and Tirupputkuzhi Sri
Nrsimha Tatayarya Mahadesikan.

The author had delivered kalaksepams on Srimad
Rahasyatrayasaram to overseas Sri Vaisnavas
during 2013-2015, based on the commentaries of
HH Villivalam Srimad Azhagiyasingar, HH
Poundarikapuram Srimad Andavan and Abhinava
Desika Sri Uttamar Svami. This book is the print
version of the kalaksepams. Of the 32 adhikaras,

16 have been covered in Part | published now. A
free supplement covering Upakara Sangraham, etc.
is offered with the book.
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Kétpadum Solvadum lists 1008 matters
relating to various aspects of Sri Vaisnavism in
an engaging question-answer pattern, covering
nuances of Itihasas, Puranas, Dharma Sastras
and other components of the scripture,
presented succinctly. The conversational style
adopted by the author is sure to appeal to

readers.
Both the books have an attractive getup.

The efforts of the author deserve support.

Sadagopa lyengar

Mukkar Mahan - Master of Tricky Questions

HH used to delight in asking seemingly unanswerable questions. Even senior participants
in Malola Vidvat Sadas would squirm uncomfortably when faced with some questions from
HH. These questions would not be the ordinary ones asked by examiners or discussed in
vidvat sadas and would cover the nuances of Sri Bhasyam and other texts. HH himself would
eventually enlighten the assembly as to the correct answer. He was however very careful in
ensuring that no egos were hurt in the process, nor any vidwan put down. He would often
engage with the scholar and manage to bring out the solution from the latter's own mouth, to
give him the satisfaction of having arrived at the solution by himself.

During the samproksanam of the Rajagopuram at Ahobilam, HH asked a Veda parayanakara
how many times the phrase Brahmavadino vadanti occurs in the Yajus Sakha. The vidvan was
stupefied and left counting for a long time.

Despite the lack of a formal education, HH possessed phenomenal arithmetical capabilities
and used to test those professing qualifications in the field. Many were those among such
people who could not answer some of the questions posed by HH. HH had a special delight
in filling up squares to arrive at particular numbers (the then version of an arithmetical
Sudoku), which was very popular in those times, with magazines offering rewards for correct
answers.

Whenever some boy told HH that he was performing sandhyavandanam (in reply to HH’s
query), he used to test the boy in the mantras. Here was one of the trick questions faced by
Azhisir Sri Sridhar (son of Sri Azhisar Ranganna Svami, erstwhile Aradhakar at S$1i Sannidhi),
who prayed to HH for Samasrayanam. He was asked which was correct—Asatyena manasa or
Asatyena tapasa (beginning of the Upastthana mantra for Madhyahnika Sandhyavandanam).
When a vigilant Sridhar replied that it was neither—it was Asatvena rajasa—HH was very
pleased.
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M ATRIMONIALS BRIDE WANTED

1. Vadakalai Haritham Poorattadhi May 1991, 166 cms, M.S. (Bio-Medical), pursuing
Ph.D., Philadel phiaseekswell educated girl willingtorelocateto USA. Any Kaai. Phone:
9944948092

BRIDEGROOM WANTED

1. Vadakalai Bharadwajam Anusham (3), September 1996, 56", B.E., workingin MNC
Bangal ore seeks professionally qualified groom. Contact 0424231627 / 9488693627

HH’s Ready Wit

Once in an assembly of scholars, Mukkuar Srimad Azhagiyasingar asked vidvans

to furnish examples of extremely fast things. Some cited horses, some Garuda and
some the Cheetah, while the more spiritually inclined named the Wind and yet
others, the Mind. They said there could be nothing faster than the Mind, which
could traverse vast distances in the space of a second. Negating all these, HH said
that the greatest speed was manifested in the way most of us do
Sandhyavandanam. Sandhyavandana vegam, he said, could easily beat Vayu vegam

and Mano vegam. The entire assembly burst out in laughter.

Sankalpam

Simha Sankramanam: 17.8.2020 Monday Avani 1%, Daksinayanam, Varsa
Rtu, Simha masam, Krsna paksam Trayodasi 13.19, Punarvasu 00.17 (6.05
am) Pusyam 59.24 Visnupadi Vyatipadam 55.27 Vanijai 13.19

Sarvari nama samvatsare, Daksinayane, Varsa rtau, Simha mase, Krsna pakse,
Trayodasyayam punya tithau, Indu vasara, Pusya naksatra yuktayam, Vyatipada
yoga Vanijai karana evanguna viSesana viSistayam asyam Trayodasyayam punya

tithau, Simha sankramana sraddha pratinidhi tila tarpanam karisye

Amavasya: 18.8.2020 Sarvari Daksinayanam Varsa Rtu Avani 2" Tuesday
Caturdaséi 10.38 (upto 10.15 am) Ayilyam 57.56

Sarvari nama samvatsare, Daksinayane, Varsa rtau, Simha mase, Krsna pakse,
Caturdaéyam / Amavasyayam punya tithau, Bhauma vasara, Aélesa naksatra
yuktayam, Variyan yoga Sakuni karana evanguna viSesana viSistayam asyam
Chaturdasyam / Amavasyayam punya tithau, Daréa sraddha pratinidhi tila tarpanam
karisye
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Mukkar Mahan ;}?
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The Undaunted Orator

nce, in his purvasramam, HH
was requested by someone to
deliver a discourse, on the
occasion of Sri Nrsirhha Jayanti. When
he went to the venue along with the
person who had arranged the discourse,
HH found it was a Bhajanai Madam.
The audience consisted of around 70
HH and the

coordinator were the only brahmanas

males and 50 females.

there and only the regular members of
the Bhajanai Kidam, numbering around
ten, appeared to be really interested in
the discourse, while the rest of them
had come just to oblige the members.
And prima facie, some of them appeared
to have come there with the express
intention of heckling and making trouble
for the speaker. When HH looked at the
coordinator in remonstrance, he hung
his head in remorse. HH thought of
walking out, but decided that it would
not do, since at least some of the
audience was indeed interested in the

discourse.

HH
LaksmiNrsimha in his heart and launched

hence prayed to Sri

- K. Sadagopa lyengar

into the discourse in his inimitable style.
Deliberately, he dwelt extensively on the
atheistic attitude of HiranyakaSipu and
the moving response of Sri Prahlada,
reflecting absolute faith in the Almighty.
HH reached the

Hiranyaka$ipu, no longer able to tolerate

stage when

Prahlada’s adulation of Sri Hari, jumps

up from his throne and runs towards his
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son with sword upraised, intent on
beheading the infant for his insistence
on a God other than Hiranyakasipu. “Let
your Hari save you now, if he can” cries
the asura, with his sword tip just an inch

away from the devout Prahlada’s throat.

At this dramatic and gripping narration
by HH, bringing the scene graphically
right before the eyes of listeners, one of
the women in the audience became
extremely emotional and was possessed

by a spirit. She stood up suddenly and

ran forward, shouting, “I will save
Prahlada! Even a thousand Hiranyakasipus
cannot harm my child Prahlada!”
Everyone in the audience was gripped
by various emotions: some were patently
afraid, especially the men who had come
to heckle, while some became extremely
moved and emotional at Sri Nrsimha
Himself having descended upon the
women. The women lit up a ball of
camphor and showed it to the possessed
woman, who gradually became normal

and resumed her seat.

HH eventually finished the discourse
and found that the entire audience had
lost its previously inimical/indifferent
attitude and treated him with a newfound
respect bordering on devotion, everyone
falling at his feet and seeking his

blessings.

Narrating this incident in one of his
beautiful Arulmozhis, HH concludes that
Puranas are not mere myths and that
their characters continue to live in the
minds of the faithful, despite their times

having been several millennia earlier. gy

Sri Malola Bhavanam
An Airconditioned Mini Hall Sri Malola Bhavanam (Sri Ahobila Matam) available

for conducting small functions at Manimegalai Street, Selaiyur,

(Near Selaiyur Police Station) Chennai.

Hall Capacity 100 persons. Dining Facility 60 persons.
Contact : 9444047567 / 044 - 22397567 / 94456 03594
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Srirangam Rajagopura
Nirmana Kainkaryam

Translators: Oppiliappan Koil Varadachari Sadagopan and

Jayashree Murali Desikachari

Thai/January 1980

Adya me saphalam janma
jivitam ca sujivitam /

Yadgopurasya sampartim
kartum icchami Rariginah //

One surprising matter — As | started
to compose this Arulmozhi, the thought
occurred in my mind that [ should write
about how far we have come along with
respect to Gopuram building. At that
moment, the Srikéryam Svami of Kafici
Sri Kamakoti pithadhipati, Sriman
Krishnamoorthy lyer arrived with a
smile. [ welcomed him. He said “Svami
seems to be worried. What is the
I pointed out that the
Rayagopuram needed to be completed

matter?’ .

fast and promised funds were not
forthcoming. He immediately presented
a cheque for Rs.1,00,000 as the
offering of Kafnci Kamakotl Svamigal,
which made me very happy. With this,
we can complete the foundation on the

roof of the mottai gopuram and

proceed with the construction of the

first floor (first nilai)”.

| have deposited four lakhs of rupees
for gopuram construction. With that,
the construction of the first storey will
be completed. Arrangements have been
made to receive Rupees fifteen lakh
from a number of locations. | am very
happy that the foundation on the roof
of the mottai gopuram to support the
upper stories could be completed. The

upper foundation for the gopuram can

be constructed now and | consider that
all the work completed so far has been
funded by Sri Kafici Kamakoti
pithadhipati. Srikéryam Svami and Sri
Chilkar Sundararajan, who accompanied

him, commented that Sri Kafci
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pithadhipati thought that way too and
more funds would be arriving from
them to complete the construction of
the entire first story. Those who were
listening to this conversation praised

the generosity of the Karfici Acarya.

| wish to state some thing. It is not
my intention to collect any money
beyond what is needed for the gopura
kainkaryam. If Astikas delay their
contribution, I can not assure them
about the linking of their samarpanams
to the kainkaryam. Those who respond
quickly will be sure of acquiring the
gopura kainkaryam-related punyam. Sri
Kamakoti pithadhipati has drawn our

attention to the fact that gopura
kainkaryam is superior to all other divine
kainkaryams, in one of His Srimukham:s.
That Srimukham is published in this
issue of Sri Nysirhha Priya. [ hope that
you will enjoy reading it. Through
Kamakoti Acarya's dissemination of
this information and his contacts with
the governments, from what we have
learnt, he hopes to raise several lakhs
of rupees for constructing as many
stories of the gopuram at Srirar"ngam as
possible. During the fourth or fifth day
of the upcoming Thai month, experts
in gopuram construction will be invited
to plan the building of the first storey
on top of the mottai gopuram. Advance
has been given for the purchase of ten
lakh red bricks. The Temple officials
have placed an order for the purchase
of 5,000 bags of cement at Govt.-

controlled prices.

As | was writing this article, advocate
Parthasarathy Iyengar from Devakottai,
a great Astikar, visited and pledged
with joy to raise at least 1,50,000
rupees. This action attests what | said
about the value of pledging earlier to

gain punyam.

Around 3:00 pm, | took the
delegation from Kafici Kamakoti pitham
to show what has been constructed so
far. The foundations on the east and

(continues on page 55)
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(continues from page 50)

the north side of the gopuram have
been completed. The western side is
nearing completion. After that, we have
to take care of sections on the southern
side. Water is being pumped up to the
sites through pipes. The machine for
mixing gravel is functioning. The
construction is being supervised by
volunteers coming to the temple and
Sri Matham. The bricks are being briskly
lifted up by the machine. Sand is also
brought up to work sites. One visitor
gave 101 rupees. Two days ago, some
one took photos of the ongoing work
and showed it to me. Madurantakam
Sri Viraraghavacaryar Svami was also
in those photos. He had come two
days ago to look at the ongoing
construction and spent two hours with

me.

The Srikéryam of Sri Kamakoti
Matham, the agent
Thiruvanaikkaval Sankara Matham and

other places shared my briefings on

from

construction. Suddenly | remembered
the two steps placed on the gopuram
steps which | wanted to show to the
visitors. | was wonder struck at the
labourers working so briskly. [ thought
about the magnitude of the punyam
they were accumulating through their

kainkaryams. One small girl was working

hard and was faster than the big male
labourers. | wondered about the possible
reasons for this. Then, [ realized it
was the Lord’s kainkaryam that
propelled her. The building of the steps
for climbing to get a good view was
completed. | began to climb down
happily. The distinguished visitors from
Matham took

Tomorrow is Vaikuntha ekadasi and

Kamakoti leave.
there is a throng of devotees going to

the sannidhis inside. The visitors
looked at the ongoing work and the
scaffolds and had their palms folded in
supplication as if they were praying to
Sri Ranganathan. | returned to the
Aéramam thinking that the work will
continue tomorrow like today. At the
Aéramam, there were many waiting to
submit their contributions. Work has

to continue.

Please do not worry about how the
needed funds are going to arrive. One
can take from the family savings
managed by our elders. One can
perform this kainkaryam from that
charity. One can also use the hard
earned money from one’s work. One
can also borrow money and return it
later to take part in the kainkaryam
like they do for conducting a marriage
or in the family. You can also raise
money through appeals and through

friendly persuasion of philanthropists.
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One can share this way the punyam of
the donor. Whichever way you take part
in this Bhagavad kainkaryam, you can
feel satisfied for having born as a
human being. One should never do any

kainkaryam with ego.

Those

Saranégati should not engage in this

who have performed
kainkaryam believing that their
participation will help their Saranégati.
Even an iota of such thought should
not be associated while doing this

One should
‘bhagavad prityartham’ and have that

kainkaryam. utter

satvika tyagam always in mind. If one

does like that, even some sins acquired
consciously will be destroyed and the
engagement in this kainkaryam will be
like performing a prayascittam (an act
of repentance). Those kinds of papams

will be destroyed.
Those

Saranagati should not ever have the

who have performed
fruits arising from performance of these
charitable acts in mind, while engaging
in such karmas. Therefore, everyone
should keep the delight of Sri
Ranganatha in mind, while doing

these Gopura kainkaryams.

Subhamastu

\}

Obituary

With much regret, we report the ascent to Paramapadam of Smt. Radha
Krsnaswami Iyengar on 21.6.20. She was 90. She was the wife of the
renowned Sri R.K. Swami, who has performed innumerable kainkaryams to
$¢i Matham through the times of Mukkar Srimad Azhagiyasingar and Villivalam
Srimad Azhgiyasingar. A devout person, she was an excellent human being
too, supporting her husband in the various kainkaryams at Tirukkudandai,
Srirahgam, etc. She was an enthusiastic supporter of SriVaisnava causes and
participant in many services to the Lord and His devotees. On behalf of Sri
Nrsimha Priya, we convey our heart-felt condolences to her sons Sri Srinivasan

and Sri Nrsimhan and their families.

/)
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Translation:

This is a beautiful stotra composed
by HH,
assumption of the ochre robes. It recounts

Prahalada

underwent from Hiranyakasipu and prays

the first of the many after
the numerous tortures

to Sri LaksmiNrsimha to extend to us
too (as He did to Prahlada) His hand of
support, to lift us out of the mundane
morass to the world of everlasting bliss (Ed.)

Slokam 1
Tustyai sada bhagavatascaranaravinda
Dvandvavalamba vibhavam

tava me adya dehi |
Stutyai Mukunda sugunarnava sarvabhoghya

Laksminrsimha mama dehi karavalambam ||
Meaning:

Oh Lord, Laksminrsimha! Please
afford me the joy of holding Your feet

Mukkir Srimad Azhaglyasmgar
pei e e M et e e

Sri Srikanthan Veeraraghavan, Chennai

always and singing Your glory. He
Mukunda, who is the ocean of auspicious
qualities affording delight to all! Please
extend me Your (strong) arm of

protection.

Slokam 2

Sri Tapaniva viditatma maha prabhava!
Laksmisameta! Caturanana Rudhramukhyaih |
Samsevyamana caranambujal Bhakta bhogya!
Laksminrsimhba! Mama dehi karavalambam ||

Meaning:

Oh Lord Laksminrsimha, whose lotus
feet the devotees adore and Devas like
Brahma and Siva worship, who is forever
with the divine consort Laksmi and whose
glory is eulogised in the Nrsimha
Tapaniya Upanishad, do extend to me
Your hand of support.

Slokam 3
Yad vatsa sadhu pathitam kathaya iti putram

Prccatyaho pitari nama gunanuvadah |
Visnoh iti prativadantam apalayah tvam
Laksminrsimhal Mama dehi karavalambam ||

Meaning:

Oh Laksminrsimha! You protected
Prahlada, who, when asked by his father



58 |

SRI NRISIMHA PrRivya - AucusTt 2020

Hiranyakasipu, “My son, tell me what
good things did you learn today?”,
replied that it was the recounting of the
glorious names and auspicious attributes

of Visnu. Oh Lord Nrsimha! Do extend
to me Your hand for support.

Slokam 4

Sandipitagni vinipatita daityadimbha
Samraksanadya vinivartita vahnisakte |
Bhaktaya daru parikalpita padma talpa

Laksminrsimha! Mama dehi karavalambam ||
Meaning:

Oh Laksminrsimha! You created a soft
lotus-like couch for Your devotee, the
asura infant Prahlada, who was thrown
into the blazing fire, and deactivated the
power of fire to protect him. Likewise,
do extend to me too Your hand of

support.

Slokam 5

Pahlada nasa paricodita sarpa jata
Cadamani pravara danta vinasa heto |

Smrtya tavaiva na viveda tanum subhaktah

Laksminrsimha! Mama dehi karavalambam ||
Meaning:

Oh Laksminrsimha! You
the crest jewel and fangs of the serpent

which was bidden to kill Prahlada, who

was totally unaware of the snake bites

destroyed

on his body due to his constant
contemplation of you. Do extend Your
hand to me for support.

Slokam 6

Sudadi datta visapana samana kala-
Namamrtena paripalita daitya putra |
Prahlada deha pariraksana jagaruka!
Laksminrsimhal Mama dehi karavalambam ||

Meaning:

Oh Laksminrsimha! You were intent
on protecting the body of asura infant
Prahlada, who became immune to the
poison he was administered by his wicked
father’s minions, through constant
recitation of your nectarine names. Please

extend to me Your hand in protection.

Slokam 7

Samrusta daitya paticodita diggajadi-
Dantadi nasa paritosita bhaktadimbha |
Bhaktabhipalana vicitra visesa diksa

Laksminrsimha! Mama dehi karavalambam ||
Meaning:

Oh Laksminrsimha! You have a special
and wonderful vow of protecting Your
devotees, and made the asura infant
Prahlada happy by destroying the
elephants of the directions (which were
let loose on the child by the enraged
asura-King HiranyakaSipu) along with
their tusks; do extend to me too Your

hand in protection.

Slokam 8

éai/a'grabhéga patamana Hiranyadimbha
Samraksanaya mrdu bhata Dharadhinatha
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| Daityendraputra hrdayasana margalariga!
Laksminrsimhba! Mama dehi karavalambam ||

Meaning:

Oh Laksminrsimha! Your auspicious
form made the heart of Prahlada (the
son of Hiranyakas$ipu, the king of Asuras)
Your abode. Your consort Bhudevi
turned soft to cushion the fall of Prahlada,
when he was thrown from the top of a
mountain. De extend Your hand to me

in protection.

Slokam 9

Visnu prabhava parikirtana baddhavaira-
Daityendra baddha sisubandhana moksa heto |
Ksipto arnave tatam agat krpaya tavaiva
Laksminrsimha! Mama dehi karavalambam ||

Meaning:

Oh Laksminrsimha! It was You who
freed the child Prahlada, when he was
bound hand and foot by the Asura
emperor and thrown into the sea due to
his proclaimed enmity towards the glory
of Lord Visnu. Do extend Your hand to

me in protection.

Slokam 10

Sarvesvasau vasati sarvasarira Visnuh
Prstastvaya vidita eva purapyanantah |
ltyuktavantam asurat pariraksasi sma

Laksminrsimha! Mama dehi karavalambam ||
Meaning:

Oh Laksminrsimha! You protected
Prahlada, who responded thus to his

father’s question (as to whether Hari

was present in the pillar of his court):

“Yes, Hari, who is infinite, is present
in all bodies and this is very well known
to you too for long “. Do extend Your

hand to me in protection.

Slokam 11

Bhaktasya dhanavasisoh vacanam ca satyam
Kartum tada muniganasya samaksam eva |
Stambhavatirna ditiputra vinasakarin!

Laksminrsimha! Mama dehi karavalambam ||
Meaning:

Oh Laksminrsimha, You emerged from
the pillar in the presence of all sages, in
order to prove the words of Your devotee
(that You are omnipresent) to be true,
and killed the son of Diti, Hiranyakasipu.

Do extend Your hand to me in protection.

Slokam 12

Sandipitagni parivestitha kastha madhyam
Samprapitam yati tanum tvayasapi baddham |
Samraksasi sma Saranagata éaﬁkarastvam

Laksminrsimha! Mama dehi karavalambam ||
Meaning:

Oh Laksminrsimha! You always care
for the welfare of those who seek refuge
in You. You saved the sanyasi (Sri
Sahkarécérya) bound in irons and placed

in the middle of burning logs of
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fire. Please extend Your hand in support

to me.

Slokam 13

Uttaranam Kaliyuge tviti Tapaniya
\S/'rutyukta eva Garudadribile Nrsimha |
Avirbabhuvitha jagad bharanaya yastvam

Laksminrsimha! Mama dehi karavalambam ||
Meaning:

Oh Laksminrsimha!

incarnated in the cave of Ahobilam to

You have

support and uplift the world in Kali Yuga,
as declared in the Nrsimhha Tapaneeya
Upanisad. Please extend Your hand in

support to me too.

Slokam 14
Kale kalau tu jagatam paripalanaya
Svaradhakan vativaran parigrhya bhaktan |

Gramesu saricarasi bhakti parasayajfiaih

Laksminysimha! Mama dehi karavalambam ||
Meaning:

To protect people in Kaliyuga, as Sri
Malola, You travel to all villages and
cities with the Acaryas (Srimad
Azhagiasingars) chosen by You; they are
known for their boundless devotion to
You. Laksminrsimha! Please extend Your

hand in my support.

Slokam 15

Sanno bhavatviti Nrsimha karavalamba-
Stotram cakara Nigamanta Gurur Yatindrah |
Sarvasya putra dhana dhanya samrddhi siddhyai

Dadyat Kama Naraharih sva karavalambam ||
Meaning:

This Nrsimha karavalamba Stotram
was composed by Sri Vedanta Desika
Yatindra Mahadesikan, the 44™ Srimad
Azhagiasingar, for the welfare of us all,
and for us to be blessed with progeny,
prosperity and all things auspicious, all
of which Sri Malola will confer upon the

reader, along with His wonderful hand

in support. &

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Subscribers should intimate Change of Residence, if any, before the 15th of
previous month to enable us to amend the same and post the issue accordingly.
Both Changed Address and Previous Address must be mentioned. Only
e-mails or letters are accepted for the above as telephonic conversations

may mislead.
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Appeal for contributions to
Sri Vaidya Viraraghavasvami Devasthanam.
Tiruvallar

Sri Kanakavalli Nayika sameta Sri Viraraghava Parabrahmane namah
Dear Devotees

Since the closure of the temple for the devotees on 22" march 2020,
Devasthanam wishes to go on record that, under the guidance of HH Srimad
Azhagiyasingar of Sri Ahobila Math, we have been conducting the daily, monthly
and yearly festivals under these ongoing difficult days. Special prayers are also
being conducted daily for the permanent relief from the widespread viral attack. We
are also aggressively studying even minute details about abiding to the agamic
strictures, age old religious practices for the pleasure of the Lord and continuing

with the obligatory administrative responsibilities.

Due to the closure of the temple for the last two months we are facing a severe
cash crunch and is expected to extend till mid June 2020 as per the indications
from the governments. Thanks to the devotion and philanthropy of the devotees
and Ubhayadarars (who, even when they could not have darshan), gracefully
contributed 75% and more of their usual amount), the Sarvari Caitra Brahmotsavam
was celebrated well. Donations from enthusiastic bakthas who voluntarily contributed
for the Aradhana of Sri Evvul Kidandan and other connected projects of the
Devasthanam like Goéala, Veda Pathaéala, and Annadanam have also dwindled to
a large extent.

These devout contributions from the fervent devotees have prompted us to
address this fiscal issue to the thousands of devotees of Sri Vaidhya Viraraghava,
who are widespread throughout many States and abroad. The monthly requirement
is substantial running to over 30 lakhs. This include daily Pujas, Prasadams of
prescribed menu and quantity for the Lord and Thayar Sannidhi and sub-shrines,
salaries, upkeep, maintenance, power, security and other Paraphernalia connected
with the temple. Added to this we have to maintain Go$ala, Yatri Nivas and annadanam
which continues to provide lunch packets daily to 200 persons, at the request of
the local authorities. Gosala has strength of more than 300 cattle and is maintained

at substantial cost. Sri Réamanujar Yatri Nivas is a single hall of 15000 sft with light
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fan facilities for the ordinary devotees to stay. Temple tank which was dry for more
than half a century is full of water. Devotees worship this Puskarini with devoutness.
Monthly maintenance Bill is quite substantial.

The regular receipts mainly consist of offerings in hundi collections, special
entrance tickets, contributions for preparation of Prasadams, donations to the Gosala
and other similar projects, almost equivalent to our requirements. But in view of the
corona pandemic for nearly two months and consequent closure of the temple to the
Ubhayadarars, devotees and the astikas, Devasthanam has not received any major
contribution. You would very well observe that this is the same situation for all the
temples, big or small, who in some cases are unable to pay even the salary of their
employees.

In view of the foregoing and urgent need for funds to meet the various expenses
we have to augment the revenue receipts substantially. We are therefore sending
this special appeal to ubayadars, devotees, astikas and bakthas for whom
Sri Vaidya Viraraghava Perumal is KULA DEIVAM to contribute munificently
and donate as much as possible which will largely help the Devasthanam to conduct
the activities in an efficient manner.

We are sure that you will respond to this appeal favourably and in the right spirit.
The temple administration once again expresses its appreciation for your devotion
in the service of Lord Viraraghava. We conclude by offering Special prayers to Lord
Vaidhya Viraraghava for the general well being of all of us and your good self, family
relatives and friends in particular. We fervently hope that with the grace of Perumal
we will be free from the virus and normalcy will be restored enabling the devotees

to worship Perumal & Thayar at the earliest possible time.

Thanking you and looking forward to your immediate and positive response.

Yours truly,
for SRI VIRARAGHAVA SVAMI DEVASTHANAM

(sd) C.C.SAMPATH

Honorary Agent

Your contribution may be sent as cheque favouring Sri Veeraraghavaswami
Devasthanam, Thiruvallur or transfer to the following Bank a/c at the earliest.

Bank :STATE BANK OF INDIA Branch : Thiruvallur A/c No.: S.B.-31654892858

A/c Name : HH JEER OF SRI AHOBILAMUTT FOR SRI VEERARAGHAVA SWAMY

DEVASTHANAM. IFSC code : SBINOOO0937 Address : 5, J.N.Road, Thiruvallur 602001
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Does God Help Us?
[Bhagavan Namakku Cheyyum *

(H.H. Mukkar Srimad Azhagivasingar)

Upakarangalin Sangraham]* g

“Yes, He does help!” declares Mukkiir
Srimad Azhagiyasingar, quoting
Arasanipalai Sri Venkatadhvari Kavi.
Sastram bhari nijasvariapa mataye

svaradhanartham vapuh,
Svadhyanaya manasca buddhim anagham
labdhum ca tirthadikam /
Tattvanyapi upadestum uttamaguran
dattva-(a)nugrhnati nah,
Samsare tadapi bhramema yadi kim
kurvita Sarvesvarah //

HH explains: Let me catalogue a few
great good turns rendered to us by
Bhagavan, to afford us the experience
of supreme Bliss (Moksa), after leading
us (who are sunk deep into the sea of
sarhsara). If we don’t miss this special
opportunity, then we can certainly obtain
supreme Bliss. *(pp.226-235, Sri
Mukkar Azhagivasirigarin Amudamozhigal,
Part I, Sri Nrsimhapriya Trust, Chennai-
4,2019.

Arasanippalai Venkatadhvari kavi sums
up the great Upakaras thus:

Translation: Sri VKSN Raghavan

(A). God has given us a large body of
righteous scriptures, authored both by
Himself and through great sages,
acquiring wisdom about the jivatma (self)
and Paramatma [Supreme Beingl. After
studying the $astras, we should adhere
to their teachings.

(B) Knowing the $astras, we should
worship the Lord. For worshipping Him,
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we need a body; then only we can
propitiate Him, and through His divine
grace, we can attain beatitude (moksa);

so He has provided us this beautiful and
healthy body.

(C) To meditate on Him constantly,
He has given us a good intellect and

firm mind.

(D) When our mind becomes polluted,
we cannot even think about Him. To
free our intellect and mind from blemishes
and sins, we should bathe in holy rivers
and ponds; so God has created many
rivers like Ganga, Kaveri etc., and ksetras
like Puskaram, Naimisaranyam (Chakra

tirtham) etc.

(E) He has also provided us with
several magnificent preceptors to instruct
us in the Sastras and guide us to follow
them whole-heartedly. When the
supreme Lord has given us all these
wonderful boons, if we don’t use them
properly, then how can we call God
merciless? Despite his having provided
us with all essential requirements, if we
still grope in the gloom of the mundane
to our negligence,

morass due

carelessness and laziness, what more can
God do for us?

(HH now elaborates on the verse at

the beginning of this essay).

I. Sastram bhari :- Sastram refers
to the Vedas. They enjoin us to do our
duties; they guide us to know and to
practise them. The term $astra also refers
to (i) Smrtis compiled by the great sages
who understood the main import of the
Vedas, and (ii) scriptural texts like the
[tihasas (Ramayanam and
Mahabharatam), Puranas (Srimad
Bhagavatam, Sri Visnupuranam, etc.,),
and the Vaisnava Agamas (Paficaratra
and Vaikhanasa). Only through Sastras
do we learn the exact nature of all the
worlds, and their presiding deities like
Brahma and others. Sastras also guide
us to know the supreme Lord Sriman
Narayana — the creator and protector
of all worlds, and His supreme abode —
Sri Vaikuntham. Only the Sastras are
the perfect floodlights that enlighten us
about God and His paraphernalia.
Knowing the dictates of Sastras, we have
to strictly obey them, and constantly
practise the virtues prescribed in them,
for attaining all-round welfare. When a
man goes out during night in a village by
an unknown path, he needs a lamp to
escape pitfalls and wayside thorns;
similarly we too need the guidance of
the Sastras, which God has provided us
through His ardent devotees-the great

gurus.

II. Nija svaripa mataye : Why has

God given us Sastras? For, they alone
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clearly declare that (i) God exists
everywhere, within non-sentient objects
as well as the sentient individual selves;
(ii) He is of the form of supreme bliss;
(iii) He is the in-dweller of all jivas, as
their sustaining soul, and is full of all
auspicious, ennobling qualities; He rules
over all of us through righteous means;
He punishes the wicked and protects the
saintly; (iv) If they repent and prostrate
at His feet, He pardons even heinous
crimes of people and protects them; God
is ever ready to save the jivas who appeal
to Him fervently (v) God is very eager to
provide all help to saints and sages and
to make them joyous; (vi) the supreme
God resides in SriVaikuntham like a
young Prince along with His Consort Sri,
and rules over the entire cosmos; (vii)
He takes care of all the worlds through
His subordinate deities — Brahma, Siva,
Indra, the eight dikpalakas (guardian
deities) et al. Being their in-dweller, and
giving them the respective positions and
powers, He administers the whole world,
by making them perform their righteous
duties — vide the oft-cited quote from
the Visnupuranam, Na hi palana-
samarthyam rute sarvesvaram Harim
[None is capable of protecting all of us,
except the Almighty Sri Hari — Nrsimhal.
(viii) Sri Nrsimha blesses the Saranégatas
who have resorted to His holy feet as

the sole refuge, with supreme bliss equal

to His own (ix) He provides long life,
good health and all prosperity to His
ardent devotees; and (x) hence He is
Bhaktavatsala or Pattaravi in Tamil, the
presiding deity of Tirunindravar and

Tirukkannamangai.

The holy scriptures reiterate that God
is the soul (Atman) and all jivas form
part of His divine body — vide the Brhad
Aranyaka (5,7,22) “ Ya atmani tisthan,
Yasya Atma $ariram...” Therefore, we
have to know the essential nature of all
jivas, so that we could resort to God for
obtaining His blessings, enabling us to

reach His supreme Abode.

Jivas:- The individual souls belong to
the ultimate Reality (they are His
property) and are smaller than even an
atomic particle; indeed, jivas don’t have
head, hands, feet, etc.; the supreme Lord
provides the jivas to be born in the world
with four kinds of bodies — plants,
animals, men and gods — due to their
karma (punya-papa, merits or demerits);
jlvas make use of their body to perform
good or bad deeds; however, if God
stops the beings from so acting, then
they cannot do anything. There are
infinite number of jivas who are
indestructible, and are eternal; the jivas
possess different kinds of bodies, but by
themselves do not belong to any caste,

colour or creed; there is difference only
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in their bodies. All jivas — whether they
reside in India, America, London, Russia,
China, or Japan — constitute the divine
body of the supreme Being; to all of
them, God alone is father, mother and
all types of relations; God is ready to
confer moksa (supreme Bliss) on every
jiva who seeks it; there is no gender —
difference with regard to jivas; the
supreme abode (Paramapada) is common
to each and every jiva; of course, this
abode is decorated with so many
festoons, tall buildings, vast palaces and
divine mansions for the sake of the
liberated souls (mukta-jivas); of course,
if we get liberated, we will go there and
enjoy supreme bliss; when we acquire
wisdom, and perform self-surrender un
adik-kizh-amarndu pugundéné at the
divine feet of God, as referred to in
Nammazhvar's Tiruvaymozhi (6.10.10)
(I seek refuge at your pair of divine lotus
feet), He confers on us Moksa and makes
us enjoy supreme Bliss in Srivaikuntham;
so we enjoy perfect happiness along with
Him. To make us aware of such divine
bliss, God has blessed us with so many

precious scriptures.

I11.

Further, the supreme Lord has furnished

Svaradhanartham vapubh:
us with a handsome body for the sake of
worshipping him daily; it is such a great

good turn, so that we can use all our

limbs in performing daily Tiruvaradhanam—
(worship) to Sri Nrsirhha. (compare:
Karanasamarpanam — a Sanskrit metrical
commentary on Mukundamala-séloka,
Jihve kirttaya Kesavam — by Mukkar
Srimad Azhagiyasingar.) For the sake of
uttering His divine names, He has given
us tongues and to count those divine
names, He has given us fingers in our
hands. Another wonderful blessing are
the lines in the four fingers, from the
index finger to the last finger. He has
provided twelve small lines, and the
thumb to keep count of the number of
the utterances of the divine names of
Lord Visnu, such as Laksmi Narayana,
Laksmi Narasimha, Sitarama,
Ramakanta, etc. Would anyone forget
God’s such great help in the form of
providing two centre lines—in the ring-
finger and middle finger — for the sake
of meditating or doing japa (chanting)
or utterances of the names of Goddess
Laksmi and Sri Malola, as well as chanting
the names of ten divine avataras and so
on? Had God not provided fingers in
the palm of hands, how can we offer
Him flowers and Tulasi? Another
wonderful help is the provision of
tongues to chant His divines; and to carry
the pots of water for his bath or Kaveri
Tirtham, He has furnished us heads and
so on. Thus He has enabled us to use
our entire body in His service. All these

represent immense assistance to us!
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Is the provision of a mere good
physique for worshipping Him, enough?
No. How can we perform worship,
without knowing the object of worship?
God is indeed without a concrete form.
We cannot worship an abstract form. If
it is said that God is in Sri Vaikuntha
[His supreme Abodel, then can we offer
Tulasi leaves and fragrant flowers to such
a distant Lord? How can we perform
Tirumafijanam when He is so far away?
It is impossible to describe the immense
assistance the Lord provides us. He
comes to this world (with the lame excuse
of punishing the wicked) taking several
forms such as Vamana [Dwarf] Nrsimha
(Man-lion), Rama, Krsna and so on. Of
course, those divine forms were taken in
the distant past — Krtayuga, Tretayuga
and Dvaparayuga. So they were useful
only to those people who lived then. For
the sake of people like us in this Kaliyuga,
He has made Himself easily accessible
through His Arcavatara — i.e. forms

worthy of worship in various holy places

such as Srirar'lgam, etc. (108
Divyades$as), in forms like those of Sri
Ranganatha, Laksmi Nrsimha,

Hayagriva, Varada, Srinivésa—in
delightful iconic forms. He has taken this
initiative only for the sake of ordinary

[Lord Varada's

Brahmotsvam took place recently in

people like us.

which He gave dar$san to us in

Garudaseva, on the back of holy
elephant, horse, Tiruther (sacred chariot)
and so on. These significant acts of
assistance are provided only by Him,
Lord Visnu, due to which millions of
people got the benefit of such worship.
Moreover, He has taken the special
Arcavatara of Sri Salagrama-maurttis for
the sake of puja in our residences
(houses) and thus has benefited people
like us. God has provided us good wives
to help in His worship with immense
offerings viz. food, flowers, fruits, etc.
He provides even mental and physical
strength to perform puja and such other
religious ceremonies. He has provided
us the direct vision of His idols and made
us joyful through festivals and so on; so,
His iconic forms give us immense bliss
like wish-yielding trees. In this way, He
has given us a body to perform His
worship, and shown us His vision, so

that we can approach Him for His grace.

IV. Svadhyanaya manasca
buddhim

tirthadikam dattva anugrhnati nabh.

anagham kartum ca

If we worship God by offering Him
a ritual bath with holy water, flowers
and Tulasi leaves while chanting His
divine names, then we may get bliss here
and in other celestial worlds; however,
we cannot get moksa (supreme Bliss).

Only if we constantly meditate upon Him,
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we can obtain His grace and then
liberation, according to the scriptures.
To meditate upon Him, we need a calm
and serene mind, and to know Him, we
need a perfect intellect that directs the
mind to meditate on Him. The Lord has
provided us with such a mind and
intellect. Even though the intellect belongs
to jiva, like the lustre of the Sun, God
has made it blossom fully. God has
provided us with the mind which directs
the

However, the Jiva commits many sins

intellect to meditate on Him.

that obstruct the mind and intellect, which
become wayward. To cleanse the mind
and the intellect, we have to go on
pilgrimages and bathe in holy rivers, lakes
and tanks. Therefore, God has created
holy places and waters like Setu, Sri
Ahobilam, Tirupati, etc. and Ganga,
Yamuna, Sarasvati, Godavari, Kaveri,
Tamraparni, Candra-puskarini,
Bhavanasini, Gomati, Hrt-tapanasini,
Ksiranadi (Palar), Vegavati, etc. When
we bathe in those holy rivers and then
worship the Lord in the holy pilgrim
centres, our mind and intellect get
cleansed of the impurities (our sins). In
addition to this, God has sent great souls
whose Sripéda-tirtha (water from washing
their holy feet)—makes us free from
heinous sins. Examples of the holy places
God has provided are: Kasi, Karci,
Ayodhya, Puskaram, Naimisaraniyam,

Sri Ahobilam, Srirahgam and so on.

V. Tattvanyapy upadestum-uttama
gurin dattva anugruhnati nah.

Even though He has given us many
Sastras, it is found that when we read
them, we are unable to grasp their import;
so how can we know about God by
perusing them? To remove this
impediment, God has created plenty of
excellent preceptors, who kindly provide
salient instructions from the holy texts.
God has strictly advised the preceptors
to teach ardent disciples, enabling the
latter even to understand the esoteric
principles hidden in the holy scriptural
texts. In this Kaliyuga, there appeared
the first and foremost preceptor
Nammazhvar at first, (as desired by
Bhagavan), who has composed the
Tiruvaymozhi that incorporates Artha
paricaka (the most important fivefold
essential principles), viz. nature of God,
soul, means to attain the Lord, the
obstacles thereto and the ultimate fruit
awaiting the Jiva. Azhvar has composed
four divine hymns that contain the
essential principles of Vedas and Sastras;
a few important principles are as follows:-
Stiman Narayana is the supreme Lord;
the individual souls are His servants;
Moksa (supreme Bliss) consists in the
jivas attaining Him and performing eternal
service to Him and to His ardent
devotees; to reach Him, there are two

paths viz. Bhakti yoga and Saranégati
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(Prapatti); because of our sense of ego
and possessiveness, we are not able to
know, “who I am” and “who God is”
(i.e. we, the bound souls, have been
suffering in the ocean of samsara—cycle
of birth and deaths). So, God sent this
great Tamil saint, Nammazhvar to teach
us the intrinsic truth of the Vedas; that

is His great Upakara.

Further, He has sent the great
Acaryas—Nathamuni, Yamunamuni
(Alavandar), and Sri Bhasyakara
(Ramanuja), who have refuted the
viewpoints of wrong interpreters and
athiests-heterodox schools of philosophy;
then they have established the Sri
Vaisnava tenet of Viéistadvaita on a firm
footing, through their valuable treatises
and commentaries viz. Nyaya Tattvam,
Siddhitrayam,

Sribhésyam,etc.—all of which constitutes

Yoga Rahasyam,
the immense help of God. Even after
such great Acaryas have ascended to
SriVaikuntha, their foremost disciples-
who reside in hamlets, villages, towns
and cities, deliver kalaksepa—
Rahasyartha-upadeSa — to the ardent
seekers of wisdom; so the foremost
exponents of Vedanta (Gurus) who have
come in the lineage of Sri Ramanuja and
Sri Vedanta Desika impart esoteric
instructions to earnest disciples; these
gurus who eagerly teach their ardent

pupils can be identified as Vedantic

scholars and Kavitarkika Kesari-s (Lion
among logicians and philosophical poets);
of course, God has given us such
excellent master-exponents of Vedanta,
which is a great upakara. There are
many systems of Vedanta—followed by
many sections of people in India. Some
philanthropists and great souls have
recently founded Veda Pathasalas,
Séstra—péthaéélas, Divya-prabandha-
pathasalas, etc. for the propagation and
preservation of Sri Ramanuja’s school
of thought. Even such developments are
the results of God’s intervention in the
direct prevention of some rare crises of
the present world. For the sake of
Sanskrit-learning and oriental learning,
the present-day Governments are taking
steps—it is because of God’s direct
initiative to prevail upon a few right-
thinking ministers. Even when God has
helped us abundantly, we go in
haphazard ways because of (i) our
disbelief in Sastras, (ii) lack of confidence
in great preceptors, (iii) laziness, (iv) not
setting apart proper time for right-
thinking, (v) our indestructible and
grievous sins, (vi) wicked company, and
(vii) lack of power to discriminate good
from bad. Our vagabond nature makes
good scriptural texts incomprehensible
to us. If some people try to understand
Sastras like the Gita, they are misguided

by unscrupulous elements with wrong
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translations, misinterpretations and what

not.

VI. Samsare tadapi bhramena vadi

kim kurvita SarvesSvarah.

[Even when God has helped us in
several ways, if we still continue groping
in the dark with regard to our sarmsaric
bondage, then what indeed can God do
to relieve us from untold perils and

miseries?]

We have to approach the authentic

nature of the supreme goal); we should
seek their guidance and follow the
practice of Saranégati at the benign feet
of Lord Mahavisnu-as stated by

Yamunacarya in the Stotraratnam:-

Na dharmanisto smi na catmavedi

na bhaktiman tvaccaranaravinde /

Akificano (a)nanyagatih Saranya!

Tvat padamodam Saranam prapadye //
[Neither do I practise Karmayoga, nor

Jiianayoga (constant meditation seeking

God’s help), nor even Bhaktiyoga (the

experts in Vedanta and follow the

precepts of Vedic Dharma as taught by path of devotion); I am helpless and

the great ancient masters like Sri without any other guidance. What can |

Ramanuja and Sri Vedanta Deéika. There
are several great teachers who present
us the facts of Tattva (God), Hita (means
of attaining Him), and Purusartha (the

HH’s Ready Wit and Repartee

A frail octogenarian hailing from Mannargudi came to pay obeisance to HH (who
was also in his late eighties) when he was camping at Kumbhakonam. He had come to
attend a marriage there and had availed the opportunity to have a darshan of Sri
Malolan and Srimad Azhagiyasingar. HH asked him whether he had participated in the
tadeeyaradhanam, to which the gentleman replied in the affirmative. HH then enquired
whether he had had performed bharanyasam performed, to which the elder said that
he was waiting for HH to come on saficaram to Mannargudi, to have the same done.
HH told him, “‘I have no immediate plans for visiting Mannargudi and may take a few
years to come there next. However, don’t worry; as you are still young, as am I, both
of us have long years ahead of us and can have the bharanyasam done at any date and
venue convenient to you over the next few years. After all, both of us are going to live
forever, aren’t we!”’ Initially confused by this response, the octogenarian realized the
purport of HH’s remark hinting at the ephemerality of life and surrendered his soul to
Sri Malolan the very next day, through the good offices of Srimad Azhagiyasingar.

do except to seek your personal care to
protect me; of course, | surrender at
your lotusfeet]. Therefore, God’s help

is immeasurable and eternal.
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3 2 Pearls of Wisdom v

g& from Mukkar Srimad Azhagiyasingar g&

Translation: Smt. Jayashree Ramanujam, Singapore

n his inimitable style, Mukkar Srimad
Azhagiyasingar indicates all that a
Prapanna needs to know in these 32
bullet points, providing an admirable

synopsis of Srimad Rahasyatrayasaram.

1. We should possess absolute faith
in our Mother and Father, Sriman
Narayanan, that He shall protect us and
lead us to salvation at an opportune
moment. For Bhagavan to protect us, it
is imperative that we seek a Sadacarya
and hold on to his holy feet.

2. Thiruastaksharam, Dvayam and
Carama slokam explain all important
matters that are essential for us. We
should receive them as upadeSam
through an Acarya.

3. As per our Ramanuja Siddhantam,
we should never forget our relation with
Sriman Narayanan, that is, ‘He is our

soul and we are His body’.

4. We should know about Sriman
Narayanan, the Jivatmas who attain Him,

about Saranégati that leads to Moksam
and about Vaikuntham which is the fruit
of éaranégati. We should also know why
we fail to attain salvation, despite our
being entitled to it. That is, we must
know about Artha Paficakam.
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5. We

contemplate

should
that

Omniscient and Omnipresent, the

continue to

Paramatma is

Jivatmas are knowledgeable and are in
subtle atomic forms, that Kalam (Time),
Prakrti Matter)

Vaikunthalokam are insentient and

(Primordial and

inanimate.

6. We should have unwavering faith
that Sriman Narayanan is the Supreme
Lord of all prominent demi gods like
Brahma, Rudra, et al.

7. One should evaluate the happiness
and sadness that are prevalent in this
world and realize that they are one and
the same; and having realized it, we

should aspire for salvation.

8. We do not have the authority to
choose Bhakti Yogam as a means for
Moksam. We should decide that
Sarar_légati is an appropriate means for
Moksam and chanting the Mantras
received from our Acaryan as a Upadesa,
we should surrender unto Bhagavan on
our own or repeat Acérya’s instructions
and perform Saranégati before the Lord,

b .
as per one s level of wisdom.

9.Karma Yogam, Jfiana Yogam,
Bhakti Yogam, and Prappati are the four
means to attain Moksam. Karma yoga
and Jnana yoga lead one to Moksam
through Bhakti yogam. Bhakti yoga on
its own can lead to Moksam. Prapatti

can grant Moksam on its own or through
Bhakti yoga as well. One should be aware

of such messages from the Gita.

10. One who is severely afflicted by
Tapatraya, should regret his inability to
pursue Bhakti yoga as a means to attain
Moksam, and shall realize that he is
eligible to éaranégati.

11. One should be faithful to Bhagavan
and relinquish bad deeds; having absolute
faith that Bhagavan shall protect, one
should plead ‘O! Lord! You alone are
my protector. | have absolutely no
resources of any sort and no refuge apart
from You. These are the five beliefs that

one must hold while performing Prapatti.

12. One must surrender all the three,
namely the soul, burden and the fruits

of Saranégati.

13. After performing Saranégati to
Bhagavan thus, one must clearly
understand that one should not pursue
any other deeds as a means for Moksa.
One cannot perform Saranégati again for

this purpose.

14. However much others abuse us,
we should realize that such abuses are
not directed at the soul, but at the physical
body alone. We must recognize that
Bhagavan is permitting us to work off
our karma. We should not have any desire

for the resultant fruits.
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15. One should associate often with
the wise and contemplate on issues that

need clarity.

16. One should serve the devotees of
Bhagavan faithfully as far as possible, so

that service to Bhagavan is everlasting.

17. After performing Saranégati to
Bhagavan for Moksam, one should follow
the stipulations of the scriptures and
practise prescribed duties (Varnasrama
Dharma) with the objective of receiving

Bhagavan’s affection.

18. One who has surrendered the
burdens to Sriman Narayana for Moksam,
and commits offence intentionally, should
be aware of the need for atonement as

well.

19. A Saranégata should reside in
Divyade$ams where Mahans live; if this
is not possible, he should reside anywhere

the elders live.

20. During the Jivan’s final stage,
Bhagavan merges all the sense organs
with the mind, the mind with life breath,
the life breath with Jivan, and bringing
the subtle body to the heart, places the
Jivatma in the subtle body and unites it
with him.

21. It should be known that by virtue
of Prapatti, the Jivan travels via the
aperture in the crown of the head

through the luminous vein shown by

Sriman Narayanan. The Athivahikas

(divine escorts) accompany the Jivan.

22. One needs to be aware, after
reaching Sri Vaikuntham, that the Jivan
attains unsurpassed bliss equal to that
of the Muktas, Nityasaris and Sriman

Narayanan.

2 3. While there is no doubt that one
attains Moksam through a means,
Bhagavan is the principal cause, as He
grants Moksam. We should realize that
Sriman Narayanan is the ‘Siddhopayam’
(the ever-present, readily available means

to Moksa).

24. Sarar_légati removes Bhagavén's
anger at us due to our sins. Saranégati
is the ‘Sadhyopayam’ (means to
adopted).

25. Performance of Prapatti does not

]
alter one s caste, etc.

26. One must know that whatever
caste a éaranégata belongs to, Prapatti
destroys the sins and has the power to

persuade Bhagavan to grant Moksam.

27. One must understand that all
purports stated so far are contained in

the Astaksara mantra.

28. Likewise, Dvaya mantra contains
all the

surrendering to Bhagavan.

information pivotal for
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29. One should have steadfast trust
in the words of Gitacarya, who preached
the $loka ‘Sarvadharman...” - that He
would grant salvation to those who have

surrendered unto Him.

30. Mantras and their purport should
not be preached to a person devoid of
character, nor to a deceitful person, to

haters, or to enemies of Bhagavan.

31. One must possess resolute
devotion to the Guru, must eulogize the
qualities of the Acarya, should revere
those related to the Acarya and must be

ever grateful to him.

32. All the aforesaid information is
contained in the three mantras, the
‘Rahasya Trayam’. If one contemplates
on this daily, one would achieve the

objective of birth.

Svami Nigamanta Desikan has blessed
us with an incomparable work called
Srimad Rahasyatraya Saram for people
of all gender and caste who aspire for

salvation.

This

Saranagati contained in Puranas,

includes messages about

Paficaratra Samhitas, Vedas and Vedanta
and Azhvar’s Sri Siktis. It also includes
condemnation of arguments opposing
Saranégati Sastram. This text incorporates

the essence of Sri Bhasya too.

It can be stated with certainty that if
one does not undergo Kalaksepam of
Sri Nigamanta Mahadesikan's Rahasyatraya
Saram from Acarya-s, one would not
know anything about Saranégati, Bhara
samarpanam or Atmaniksepam even if

he has performed Prapatti.

One might know the term Saranégati,
but not its true meaning, its components
and its important mantra. Sri Bhasyakara
has not stated all the above in his Sri
Bhasyam. Those who do Kalaksepam of
Sri Bhasyam alone will not know about
Bhara-Samarpanam; hence they cannot
perform Bhara-nyasam for their disciples.
Similarly, those who do Kalaksepam of
Gita Bhasya alone would not know about
the form, content and procedure of

bharanyasam.

In his Gita Bhasya, Emperumanar
states “The Carama Sloka of Gita ordains
Saranégati as a component of Bhakti Yoga
(anga prapatti)”. Svami Deséikan, with
other Scriptures and with Saranégati
Gadya as his basis, says, “It is
Emperumanar’s considered opinion that
this Carama Sloka also ordains svatantra
prapatti (Prapatti as an independent
strategy) as a means for Moksam” . This
can be clearly understood by all from

Svami Deéikan’s Stimad Rahasyatrayasaram.

oREED
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Margalam Sri Nrsimhdya
Kamalayai ca mangalam /
Visvaksenaya éa,fhajiz‘
Nathabhyam caiva marigalam // 1
May there be auspiciousness to Sri
Laksminrsimha, Sri Mahalaksmi, Sri
Visvaksena and Sri Nathamuni.
Mangalam Pundarikaksa
Ramabhyam Yamunaya ca /
Marigalam Parnamisraya
Bhasyakaraya ca // 2

May there be auspiciousness to Sri
Uyyakkondar, Sri Manakkal Nambi, Sri

Periya Nambi and Sri Ramanuja too.

Marngalam Nigamantadi
parinaya mahatmane /
Sarvatantra svatantraya

Vedanta Gurave sada // 3

Let there be auspiciousness to Svami
Desikan, who has scaled the pinnacle of
Vedanta and other $astras and is a master

of all arts.

Ahobila mathasthana
niyantre ca suyogine /

Adivan S‘athakopéya
sada bhavatu marigalam // 4

/Al

P
Mukkar Srimad Azhagiyasingar Mangalam %
By Villivalam Srimad Azhagiyasingar G

'Lw::-;e}eczﬂ»#:a»}}(*@:ﬂ» B o e S e R M Ty To= B S St o

(%

Translation: K. Sadagopa lyengar

May there be eternal auspiciousness
for Sri Adivan Sathakopa Yatindra
Mahadesikan, the illustrious and saintly
founder of Sri Ahobila Matham.

Nrsimha mantra vetta ca
Rariganatha Satharaye /
Sarvatra jayasilaya yogine
marigalam sada // 5
May everlasting auspiciousness be that
of the 40" Srimad Azhagiyasingar Sri
Ranganatha éathakopa Yatindra
Mahades$ikan, who was blessed with
wisdom relating to the purport of the
Nrsimha Mantra and was victorious in
all his endeavours.
JAana anusthana Silaya
bahu stotrani tanvate /
Marngalam satatam bhuayat
Manrsimha Satadvise // 6
May there be auspiciousness to Sri
Laksminrsimha Sathakopa Yatindra
Mahadesikan (the 4 1 Pontiff and Acarya
of Mukkir Srimad Azhagiyasingar), who
was a repository of wisdom and model
of correct conduct and who authored

numerous stotras.
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Vidvat samaja manyaya
gunastakam upeyushe /
Marigalam satatam bhuyat
Srimadrariga Satharaye // T
We pray for all auspiciousness to Sri
Sathakopa Yatindra
Mahadesikan, who is adulated by scholars

Sriranga

and the abode of eight auspicous
attributes enumerated in the Goutama
sutras, viz., grace, tolerance, humility,
external and internal purity, absence of
despair, speaking, doing and thinking of
only the loftiest matters, satisfaction with
what is obtained, sharing everything with
others and absence of craving for others’

possessions, etc.

Nrsimha pada bhaktaya
Sisyanugraha karine /
Marigalam satatam bhuyat
Viraraghava yogine // 8

All auspiciousness to Devanarvilagam
Srimad Azhgiyasingar, who was devoted
to Sri Malola and functioned with the

welfare of his disciples always in mind.

érévanyém Hasta naksatre
Manmathe vatsare subhe /
Avatirnaya Vedanta

Gurave mangalam sada // 9

May all auspiciousness attend Sri
Vedanta Desika Yatindra Mahadesikan,
who incarnated under the glorious star
of Hastam in the Avani month of the

auspicious Manmatha year.

Parvacaryaih sumabhite
sarva mangala sobhite /

Mukkar gramevatirnaya
tasmai bhavyaya mangalam // 10

All auspiciousness to Sri Vedanta
Desika Yatindra Mahades$ika, who
incarnated at the auspicious Mukkar
village, hailed by purvacaryas.
Karmanyupanayadini

vathakalam yathavidhi /
Pituh sakasat samprapya
tasmai dhiraya margalam // 11

All auspiciousness to Mukkar Mahan,
who underwent all samskaras like
upanayanam as stipulated by $astras from

his father, at the appropriate time.
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Pura érimu,sna nagare
vo Vedam samadhitavan /
Tasmai santa svarupaya
vativaryaya mangalam // 12
All auspiciousness to the renunciate
who was the embodiment of peace and
tranquility and who wunderwent
Vedadhyayanam at Srimus_r_lam in his
youth.
Daksina Dvarakayamca
samodam sasvatih samah /
Yo vasam akarot tasmai

Yatirajaya marigalam // 13

Auspiciousness to the Prince of Yatis,
who, in his youth, resided for long with
joy at Rajamannargudi (hailed as the
Dwaraka of the south), the abode of Sri
Rajagopala Svami.

Tillayambur Cakravarti
guruvaryasya sannidhau /
5rutvéd/)ikftya Sri Bhasyam
edhamanaya marngalam // 14

Auspiciousness to one who studied
Sri Bhasyam and other Vedanta granthas
under Tillayambur Sri Cakravatyacarya
Svami and acquired renown for his
mastery over them.

Nirmaya vesma Sri Karcyam
vasam krtva prasanna dhih /
Puajayamasa Hastisam

tasmai prajiaya marigalam // 15

All auspiciousness to the wise sage
who made an abode for himself at Kafici
and worshipped Sri Devapperumal with joy.
Ujjivayamasa janan

upanyasaih manoharaih /
Nyasa vidyopadestre ca
nityah Srih nitya marngalam // 16

Eternal auspiciousness to the Mahan
who blessed thousands with wisdom
about Prapatti, through his numerous

discourses which captured listeners’ hearts.

Gatva Mumbéapurim ramyam
mantrartthan samupadisat /
Vaisnavebhyah kulinebhyah

vastasmai nitya mangalam // 17

Eternal auspiciousness to the Mahan
who camped at Mumbai and instructed
numerous bhagavatas of the exalted Sri
Vaisnava lineage with the esoteric

purports of mantras.

Varsayamasa satatam
Ramayana kathamrtam /
Vijiana nidhaye tasmai
vativaryaya mangalam // 18

To the glorious renunciate who was
an ocean of wisdom and who showered
the nectarine rain of Srimad Ramayana
on listeners, we invoke all auspiciousness.
Kinnu Venkatanatho 'sau

iti vidvadbhih iksitah /
Hetubhih vividhaih sadbhih
tasmai pujyaya marigalam // 19
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We pray for all auspiciousness to one
deserving of worship, who was hailed by
scholars and sages alike, for very good
reasons, as Svami Desikan himself.

Sri Bhasyakara tulyaya
parfcacaryan upeyuse /
Punah Bhasya pracararttham

avatirnaya marigalam // 20

All auspiciousness to one who, like
Sri Ramanuja, had the great good fortune
of being instructed by five great Acaryas
and who is verily Sri Ramanuja
reincarnated for the purpose of
propagating Sri Bhasyam.

Tirttha marti sthalaih Sreste
prasiddhe Garudacale /
Praisa mantram samasadya

modate tasya mangalam // 21

Auspiciousness to Srimad
Azhagiyasingar, who received upade$sam
of the Praisa mantra at the holiest of
holies, Sri Ahobilam, renowned for being
the abode of the nine glorious Nrsimha
moorties and sacred waters like the

Bhavanasini river.

Vrscike Sravane saumye
vatsare Hemalambina /
Turyasramam svikrtavan

tasmai presttaya mangalam // 22

May there be auspiciousness to one

who assumed the ochre robes on the

holy star of Sravanam in the month of
Kartikai of the Hemalambi year.
Viraraghava yogindra
érivaikunt/)am upeyusi /
Prapta asthana bharayastu
guruvaryaya mangalam // 23

All auspiciousness to Mukkuar Srimad
Azhagiyasingar, who ascended the
spiritual throne of Sri Ahobila Matham
upon the ascent to Paramapadam of
Devanarvilagam Sri Azhagiyasingar Sri
Viraraghava Sathakopa Yatindra
Mahadesikan.

Ahobila matastthane
Sri Nrsimhena sadaram /
Abhisiktaya manyaya
gurave nitya marigalam // 24
It was verily Sri Nrsirhha who granted
the throne of Sri Ahobila Matham to this
glorious Acarya, who is worthy of all
regard. May there be all auspiciousness
to him always.
Turyasramam samasadya
Naimise munisevite /
Araksat yo janan Sisyan
tasmai prajiaya marigalam // 25
Auspiciousness to the wise sage who
protected the entire community of
disciples and others by assuming the
ochre robes at a critical juncture at
Naimisaranyam, which has been

worshipped by rishis for long.
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Udara guna simne ca
Sisya ksemabhikariksine /
Trayyanta gurave tasmai

vatirajaya marigalam // 26

All auspiciousness to the master of
Vedanta, who is the best among
philanthropists and is ever concerned with

the welfare of disciples.

Sahasranamarcanam yo
dvikalam kurute Guruh /
éisya vogaksema cittaya
tasmai pijyaya mangalam // 27
Auspiciousness to the one worthy of
adulation, whose thoughts are ever
focussed on the spiritual wellbeing of
Sisyas, even when he performs
Sahasranama arcana twice daily.
Viksaranye sarah krtva
pranamya ca Kaghadvaham /
Mumude yo guruh tasmai

sarva dato sumarngalam // 28

The best of auspiciousness to the
compulsive philanthropist who derived
joy from renovating the Hrttapanasini
tank at Tiruvallar, as a kainkaryam to
Sri Viraraghava Svami.

Nirmaya gopuram ramyam
durgame Garudacale /
Arcayamasa Nrharim

tasmai Sresttaya mangalam // 29

Auspiciousness to Mukkar Srimad
Azhagiyasingar, who constructed a
beautiful gopuram at remote Ahobilam
and worshipped the pleased Sri Prahlada
Varada Svami there.

LaksmilNrsimha padabja

dvandva madhvi madhuvratah /
Jayatat éruticdda'rya

Yatindrah bhuvi santatam // 30

May Sri Vedanta Desika Yatindra
Mahadesikan, who is but a bee imbibing
the nectarine secretions from the lotus
feet of Sri Malola, remain victorious

forever.

Yosou Brahma bubhutsinam
soukaryarttham Yatisvarah /

Sarvesam Brahmasiatranam
ramyan Slokan mudakarot // 31
Mukkar Srimad Azhagiyasingar
authored with pleasure beautiful verses
summarizing the purport of the
the

convenience of students of Sri Bhasya.

Brahmasutras for learning

gérirakédhikarana kramam
jAanabhikanksinam /
Akarot padya rupena

guravesmai sumarnigalam // 32

May all auspiousness be that of
Mukkir Srimad Azhagiyasingar, who
authored verses setting out the order of

the chapters in Sri Bhasyam.
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Visistadvaita siddhanta

tattvanam sarigraham guruh /
Prakasayamasa muda

tasmai sevyaya mangalam // 33
To the Acarya who summarized
beautifully the principal tenets of
Visistadvaita philosophy and is the object
of worship of all, let there be

auspiciousness always.

Stutih Karavalambadyah
Sisyanam bhakti vrddhaye /

Yo 'karot krpaya tasmai
nitya$rih nitya marigalam // 34
May eternal auspiciousness be that of
the Acarya who, due to his boundless
mercy, authored several evocative
eulogies like the LaksmiNrsimha
Karavalamba Stotra for increasing the

devotion of disciples to the Lord.

Dvikalam yah pathet asya
guruvaryasya marngalam /
Buddhih balam yaso dhairyam
vidya ayuh Srisca vardhate // 35

One who recites twice daily this stotra
on the magnificent Acarya, Mukkar
Srimad Azhagiyasingar, would be blessed
with wisdom, strength, glory, courage,
long life and abundant riches.
Pathatam Srunvatam nranam

sada ksema pradam bhavet /
Krsna dasena racitam
Acaryasya sumangalam // 36

Those who read or listen to this
beautiful mangalam on the glorious
Acarya Mukkar Srimad Azhagiyasingar,
authored by Villivalam Sri Krsnamacarya
Svami (parvasrama name of Villivalam
Srimad Azhagiyasingar) would be
endowed with all goodness and wellbeing.

G DE=Ze)

Obituary

We are extremely sad to record the passing away of Smt. Radha
SVS Raghavan on 19.5.20. She was ailing for sometime. Wife of Sri SVS
Raghavan Svami, who has performed several significant services to Sri
Matham, Smt. Radha was a pious lady, devoted to Srimad Azhagiyasingars.
She was adept at several arts and a connoisseur of arts too. It was she
who made the old pictures of divyadesa Emperumans (currently adorning
our offices) glow anew, with her facile brush. On behalf of Sri Nrsimhapriya,

we convey our heart-felt condolences to Sri SVS Raghavan and his family.
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Predictions - August - 2020 : A.M. Rajagopalan

ﬁ Aries - Mesham - GP Mars Asvini, Bharani and Krittika (1st Pada)
Favorable Dates: August: 1, 3-6, 10-12, 16-19, 23, 24, 28, 29

Although the present conditions are difficult, people born under this zodiac sign are
assured of steady income. Health continues to be normal. Planets have slightly
changed favourably, to renew matrimonial efforts. Change of residence is also
indicated, based on present DasSa and sub-periods. For professionals, the same
condition continues. For businessmen, turnover indicates a slight upward trend.
Women will feel psychological relief from family problems. Students can now plan
for their future course of studies, since Mercury is helpful. Candrastama days: From
25 morning up to 27™ late night. Pariharam: Please continue your parayanam
of Sri Visnu Sahasranamam every day. This will also protect you from
Corona virus.
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ﬁe Taurus-Rishabham-GP Venus Krittika (2", 3¢, 4t Padas), Rohini and
H Mrigasirsham (1%, 2™ Padas) Favourable Dates August 3-6, 10 -13,

17-20, 24-26, 30

Financial position continues to be favourable. Expenses are under control. Health
returns to normalcy. Family environment too is good. Matrimonial efforts will yield
fruit. Planetary transit positions are favourable for re-opening of offices for
professionals. For business people, profits record a gradual increase. Women continue
to enjoy the favourable aspects of Jupiter and Saturn. Students will secure good
marks in the various examinations held a few months back. Related planets are
helpful for higher studies. Candrastama days: From 1, up to 2nd afternoon. Again
27" late night up to 29™ night. Pariharam: Recitation of Sri Amrta Safijivini
Stotram in the morning and Sri Raksobuvana Stotram in the evening will
be astonishingly effective, at a time when fear and anxiety are haunting
your mind due to the current pandemic. Both these ancient stotras are on

Sri Laksmi Nrsimha.

Eﬁ Gemini-Mithunam-GP Mercury Mrigasirsham (3rd, 4th Padas), Tiruvadirai,

Q

2L Punarpiisam (1st, 2nd, 3rd Padas) Favourable Dates August 1, 5-8,
13-16, 21-27

Income increases slightly, providing you relief. Psychological fear due to the present
conditions will give way to self-confidence, due to an improvement in the surrounding
area. Health becomes normal again. Those employed overseas will have an
opportunity to return home. Routine official work resumes for professionals, with
present stipulations. Business turnover picks up, with profit improving steadily. A
problem-free month for women, who will enjoy good health. Students will get all
help for their higher studies. Candrastama days: From 2nd afternoon up to 4™ night.
Again from 29™ night up to 31° night. Pariharam: Recitation of Sri Paduka
Sahasram daily will be very effective. Additionally, reciting Sri Ramanuja
Natrandadi every day will act as a shield against the present virus, which

is haunting your mind.
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@ Cancer - Katakam - GP Moon Punarpasam (4th Pada), Pasam and Ayilyam
Favourable Dates August 1, 3, 8-13, 17-19, 24-26, 31

Income continues to increase gradually and steadily. Help comes from unexpected
quarters. People born under this zodiac sign always prefer a homely life. Corona
virus has blessed you to be with your family, enjoying the proximity to the children.
Health continues to be satisfactory. Professionals will continue to get their salary,
despite their office being closed temporarily. Sales continue to pick up rapidly for
those doing trade. Auspicious function in the family will bring cheer for women.
Atmosphere changes for students to wake up from the current slumber and plan for
future education. Candrastama days: from 4™ night up to 7™ morning.
Pariharam: Please read Sri Mantra Raja Pada Stotram every day — in the
morning and evening. This is necessary, particularly in view of the

present unsteady conditions.

‘r?‘;;s Leo - Simham - GP Sun Magham, Piaram and Uttiram (1st Pada)
h's/lj Favourable Dates June 1, 6-11, 16-19, 22-24, 29, 30

Major planets are placed in auspicious signs. Income is quite adequate, placing you
in a comfortable position. Health continues to be good. Marriage proposals will bear
fruit, despite the unfavourable atmosphere prevailing now. New opportunities knock
at the doors of professionals and those who have lost their jobs recently. Grab such
opportunities without hesitation. Business people can now think of new investments,
to a limited extent. Planets are very helpful for women and students throughout the
month. Candrastama days: From 7™ morning up to 9™ night. Pariharam: Reciting
Sri Gayatri Maha Mantra a minimum of 108 times during your daily
Sandhya Vandanam. Nothing is more powerful than performing Sandhya

Vandanam daily.
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@ Virgo-Kanya-GP Mercury Uttiram (2, 3, 4 Padas), Hastam and Chittirai (1, 2 Padas)
Favourable Dates August 2-6, 12-15, 20 -22, 27-29

Jupiter and Venus, the two planets which control domestic life, are favourable.
Income is enough to meet your family expenses, without strain. Except minor
discomforts in health, like stomach disorder, tiredness and slight fever, health
continues to be good. Avoiding too many outdoor visits will be good for health.
Saturn has tilted slightly unfavourably for office-going professionals, particularly
those employed overseas. Careful planning about the future is necessary, before
you take any decision. Sales and profit record a slight increase for business people.
A peaceful and progressive month for women. Mercury and other related planets
are favourable for students, indicating progress in studies and future educational
plans. Candrastama days: from 9™ night up to 11™ Pariharam-Reciting Sri
Dhanvantari Stotram and Sri Daya Satakam will be highly effective.

gé{' Libra-Thula-GPVenus  Chittirai (3rd, 4thPadas), Svatiand Visakham( 1 st, 2nd, 3 rd Padas)
'é Favourable Dates August 1, 2, 7-11, 15-19, 23-26, 31

Strain on your purse and erosion of your financial sources are indicated. Hence,
please plan your budget, avoiding unnecessary expenses. Health continues to be
normal. A close relative of yours now in a foreign country will unexpectedly return
safely, relieving you from anxiety and concern. For professionals, offices will resume
functioning, with certain stipulations, creating in their mind cheer and hope about
the future. Profit records a steady upward trend for business people. A progressive
period for women. Mercury and related planets are on the side of students, bringing
them cheer and hope. Candrastama days: from 12™ up to 14™ evening. Pariharam:
Recitation of Sristuti of Swami Deéikan will be very effective.

Scorpio - Vrischikam - GP Mars Visakham (4th Pada), Anusham and Kettai
Favourable Dates August 1, 3-6, 10-13, 17-19, 24-27

Saturn and Jupiter have turned favourable to you. Domestic atmosphere becomes
cheerful. Income is enough to spend the month without tension. Health returns to
normalcy. Planets are favourable to renew your marriage proposals, if any. The

initial impediments will disappear, making it possible to fix an alliance. Saturn, the
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lord of career is very helpful for professionals-particularly at a disturbing time like
this. Business picks up gradually for trade and industry. Government help can be
expected. Women will enjoy good health, unlike last month. Students will make
progress in studies, despite the on-line system. Candrastama days: from 14" evening
up to 16™ night. Pariharam: Reading at least a single Sargam from Srimad
Sundarakandam will increase the favourable effects of major planets.
Srimad Sundarakandam is known as “Sarva Dosa Nivarani’.

g!g?} Sagittarius - Dhanus - GP Jupiter Miualam; Paradam & Uthiradam (1st Pada)
Y/
\“m Favourable Dates August 2, 6-8, 13-15, 19-21. 24-26, 30

Jupiter is transiting your rasi, aspecting the 5", 7™ and 9™ zodiac signs, thereby
ensuring a steady income and cheerful family atmosphere. Saturn, in the last lap of
his 7 %2 years sojourn, ensures good health. As the lord of career, he takes care of
the interest of professionals also. Some may get a minor promotion or elevation,
inspite of the prevailing conditions. A very favourable month for businessmen,
particularly to those engaged in export-import. A pleasant period for women.
Students get admission for higher studies according to their preference. Candrastama
days: from 16™ night to 18" late night. Pariharam: reading at least one Satakam
from Sriman Narayaniyam will increase the beneficial effects of Jupiter
and Saturn.

Eﬁ}‘% Capricorn-Makaram-GP Saturn Uttiradam (2nd, 3rd, 4th Padas) Tiruvonam
QX and Avittam (1st, 2nd Pada) Favourable Dates August 2-4, 8-13, 17,
21-23,27-29

You are now under the influence of Janma Rasi Sani. Except over-strain, imaginary
worries and unnecessary travels, you will not have much problem since Makaram is
Saturn’s ruling sign. Although income continues to be good, expenses will be out of
control. Budget planning will help. Health continues to be satisfactory. People in
service will get encouragement from the management. Business picks up steadily for
trade and industry. A pleasant month for women. Students will get admission to
their liking for higher studies. Candrastama days: from 18™ late night up to 20™ late
night. Pariharam: Reading a few Chapters from Srimad Bhagavatam every
day is the correct and timely Pariharam for “Janma Sani.”
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Aquarius-Kumbham-GP Saturn Avittam (3rd, 4th Padas), Sathayam
,:' and Poorattadi: Favourable Dates August 1, 3-6, 13-19, 23-25, 30

7 Y2 year Saturn has commenced for those born under this sign. However, you need
not worry about it, since both Makaram and Kumbham are the ruling signs for
Saturn. Expenses will be higher than income. Frequent travels and family
responsibilities will cause tension and anxiety. Health will be normal, except for
occasional, minor setbacks like stomach-upset, physical strain, tension on minor
matters, etc. Pariharam will be of immense help. Marriage proposals will go through,
after initial hesitation and obstacles. Change of residence or place is also possible,
based on the present main and sub-periods. Professionals should avoid arguments
with superiors. Business people may experience harassment by Government officials
and workers from other states. An ordinary month for women and as well as for
students. Candrastama days: from 20™ late night up to22nd. Pariharam: Please
continue fasting during the night on Saturdays, which will be highly
effective for 7 Y2 years Saturn.

= Pisces - Meenam - GP Jupiter Pauarattadi (4th Pada), Uttirattadi and Revati
Favourable Dates August 1-5, 10-12, 17-20, 26-29

You will get the maximum benefit from Jupiter and Saturn. Income will be adequate
to meet your expenses. Family environment will be pleasant. Health continues to be
satisfactory. No need to be apprehensive about Corona Virus. Planets continue to
be well placed for matrimonial efforts. People in service can be without any fear
about their future career, despite the present uncertain conditions. Those engaged
in industry or business will make steady progress; some new openings are awaited,
due to the proposals of central government for economic and industrial uplift. For
women and students, this will be prove to be a progressive period. Candrastama
days: From 23" up to 25" morning. Pariharam: Recitation of Sri Krsnastakam
in the morning and Sri Dasavatara Stotra in the evening will bestow

benefits.
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